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October 13, 2013 

Calvin Johnson 

WR 

Durham Thunder 

Lizards 

Rob Ninkovich 

DE 

Markham North 

Stars 

12 Rec., 225 yards, 3 TDs, was 

unstoppable in 2nd half vs Cowtown 

15 tackles, 1 Sack, 2 Stuffs, 1 FF led 

to go-ahead TD over Triumph.  

Who was slick 

in Week Two? 

“Brylcreem” THE 
EFL’S FIRST SPONSOR 

Charleswood Patriots’ return specialist Jacoby Jones 

dances his own version of a jig after returning a kickoff 

108 yards to the house in the 4
th

 quarter. The score would 

be the difference in the game as the Patriots held off a late 

Excalibur’s rally to upset York 30-27 at Camelot. Jones 

flashed the dance, but Adrian Peterson carried the Pats’ 

offence with 189 yards rushing on 38 carries and 1 TD. 

LATEST EFL NEWS INSIDE 
 

 RGIII DEBUTS FOR DEATH SQUAD 

 PATS FIRING ON ALL CYLINDERS 

 VIOLATORS SURVIVE A SCARE 

 MONARCHS IN COMMAND 

 CUBS MAKE IT 2 IN A ROW 

 ATTACK OF MEGATRON 

 MARKHAM STEALS ANOTHER 

 MUSTANGS RIDE OVER EAGLES 

 SPARTANS & GLADS TRIUMPH 

Also in this issue 

 EFL FAN BLOG – 

ROUNDTABLE.COM 

 SPATS McCHAD 

 JIMMY THE GEEK 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Team 

 

 

 

1 2 3 4 OT Total 

Charleswood 14 2 0 14 - 30 

York 7 3 3 14 - 27 
Passing Cmp Att Yds TD 

Brady 34 22 336 3 

Rushing Car Yds Avg TD 

Turner 7 55 7.9 0 

Receiving Rec Yds Avg TD 

Cruz 5 108 21.6 1 

Passing Cmp Att Yds TD 

Manning 27 19 179 2 

Rushing Car Yds Avg TD 

Peterson 38 189 5.0 1 

Receiving Rec Yds Avg TD 

Crabtree 6 69 11.5 2 

3300  2277  Jacoby Jones 

 

 

 

TEAM LEADERS TEAM LEADERS 

LLeeaaddiinngg  2233--2200  aafftteerr  YYoorrkk  mmaarrcchheedd  8822  yyaarrddss  oonn  jjuusstt  66  ppllaayyss  ffoorr  aa  TTDD  

ttoo  ppuullll  wwiitthhiinn  aa  FFGG,,  JJaaccoobbyy  JJoonneess  ttuurrnneedd  tthhee  mmoommeennttuumm  bbaacckk  ffoorr  

tthhee  PPaattss  wwiitthh  aa  tthhrriilllliinngg  110088--yyaarrdd  kkiicckkooffff  rreettuurrnn  ffoorr  aa  TTDD..  

SUMMARY:  A spectacular run after catch by Davone Bess on a quick short was good for 44 yards and a TD to put York on the board first. 

Charleswood responded with a methodical 10-play drive capped off with a 7-yard TD pass from Peyton Manning to Michael Crabtree to tie it. The 

Pats took the lead on their next series after a 16-yard run by Adrian Peterson on 3rd and long set up a 20-yard TD pass to Crabtree. York replied with 

a FG but gave back 2 of those points on their next possession when Tom Brady was sacked in the end zone by Jarvis Jones for a safety and a 16-

10 Pats’ lead at half time. Both teams’ offences started slowly in the 2nd half, with the only scoring in the 3rd quarter coming after a pick by York’ corner 

Assante Samuel set up a 31-yard Blair Walsh FG. Charleswood came back with an 85-yard drive, consuming almost 9 minutes, and made it 23-13 

when Peterson busted through a goal line defence from inches away. York charged back; Brady connecting with Tony Scheffler for 64 yards then 

Donald Jones for 10 yards and a TD to pull back within 3 points. But the Pats’ stole back the momentum on a 108-yard kickoff return for a TD by 

Jacoby Jones. Victor Cruz snared a 45-yard TD pass with 2:02 left to pull within 3 points, but the Pats got the ball and held onto it to ice the game. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

10-11-2013 Camelot   Temp: 73   Wind: 0-10   None          MVP: Jacoby Jones          

 

 1 11:12  York               TD Brady 44 pass to Bess (Walsh) (6-84-3:43)                 0-7              

1  6:39  Charleswood    TD Manning 7 pass to Crabtree (Hartley) (10-63-4:27)        7-7              

1  0:00  Charleswood    TD Manning 20 pass to Crabtree (Hartley) (8-56-5:42)       14-7              

2 10:55  York                FG Walsh 32 (7-56-3:54)                                     14-10             

2  6:49  Charleswood     Safety Jones                                                 16-10             

3  2:27  York                FG Walsh 31 (9-52-3:11)                                     16-13             

4  8:34  Charleswood    TD Peterson 1 run (Hartley) (15-85-8:46)                    23-13             

4  6:32  York                TD Brady 10 pass to Jones (Walsh) (5-82-1:55)               23-20             

4  6:24  Charleswood    TD Jones 108 kick return (Hartley)                          30-20             

4  2:02  York                TD Brady 45 pass to Cruz (Walsh) (6-50-1:17)                30-27 

                     CHP          YOR                                                                    

First Downs          26           18                                                                    

Rushes           40-194        13-80                                                                    

Passes         27-19-179   34-22-336                                                                    

Sacked              1-4         2-14                                                                    

Fumble                0            0                                                                    

Penalties          4-24         5-30                                                                    

Turnovers             1            0                                                                    

Missed Tackles        4           14                                                                    

Blitzes              20           37                                                                    

Time              36:35        23:25                                                                    

Third Down         7-12          2-8                                                                    

Fourth Down         0-0          1-1                                                                    

Red Att/Td/Fg     3/3/0        3/1/2                                                                    

Net Offense         369          402 

QUOTES: “You don’t need me to tell you that Adrian is 100%. Just look at that performance today against a good defence. We leaned on him 

heavily but that’s the way he wants it. When healthy, he’s a workhorse. – Pats’ coach, Jason Findlay.  

“Sure I was concerned about Peterson. But I was also concerned about Peyton Manning. They’re both great players. As a coach you have to make a 

choice in a situation like that about who you’re going to let kill you and hope your defence makes plays.” – Excalibur’s’ coach, Jay Hammond. 

Pat Fanatic @redlouis 

Kudos to AP, Peyton and the D! Jacoby 

Secret Weapon #1. Loved Crabs again 

this week! Betcha York wants him back. 

HHAAPPPPYY  FFAANN  AANNGGRRYY  FFAANN  

DonQuixote8 @Stonesword 

This team finds ways to lose but giving it 

up to Jacoby f$%&in Jones ain’t 

awesome. 

1-1-0 0-2-0 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REGULATORS 

0-2-0 

SPARTANS 

2-0-0 
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17 

24 

OT 

Tony Romo 
27 of 42, 206 yards 

Matt Schaub 
23 of 28, 291 yards, 2 TDs 

Jacquizz Rodgers capped a 71-yard drive with a 2-yard TD run to give the Regulators a 7-3 lead in the 1st quarter. 

Vincent Jackson sparked the Spartans’ offence when he took a short slant 73 yards to the Regulator 5 yard line. Jordan 

Cameron caught a pass in the flat from Matt Schaub and took it in on the next play for a 10-3 Spartans’ lead. They 

added a TD before the half on an 8-yard TD pass to Steven Jackson for a 17-3 lead. The Regulators added a FG in the 3rd 

but the Spartans jumped into the driver’s seat with a 3-yard pitch to Jackson for a 24-10 lead and the eventual win. 

 

 

GLADIATORS 

1-1-0 

SWORDFISH 

0-2-0 

17

  

0

  

0

  

3

  

3

  

0

  

7

  

0

  

0

  

0

  

27 

Of  
3 

OT 

Ben Roethlisberger 
15 of 21, 149 yards, 2 TDs 

Perry Riley 
11 Tackles, 1 Sack, 1 Stuff 

The Gladiators struck early and often in a 17-point 1st quarter, scoring a TD on their opening drive then adding a FG off 

an interception by Thomas DeCoud and a 15-yard TD pass from Big Ben to Jeremy Maclin after Roger Mathis blocked a 

punt in Sebastian territory. The offensively challenged Swordfish put together their best drive of the day in the 2nd, 

moving 79 yards on 13 plays but falling short in the red zone and settling for a 27-yard FG by Adam Vinatieri. That score 

would be their only points as the Glads’ D shut them down the rest of the way and added 10 points for good measure. 

UNDERTAKERS 

1-1-0 

CONVICTS 

1-1-0 
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37 

28 

OT 

Robert Griffin III 
22 of 36, 271 yards, 3 TDs  

Cam Newton 
21 of 30, 263 yards, 1 TD, 3 INTs 

The debut of Robert Griffin III as an Undertaker began well as he connected with Randall Cobb for 2 TDs on his first 2 

possessions of the game. Alex Henery added a FG to give the visitors a 17-0 lead. But the Convicts closed that gap 

quickly, with Cortland Finnegan and Jamarca Sanford both returning fumbles for TDs within a 13-second span in the 2nd 

quarter. Griffin fired right back with his 3rd TD pass to Cobb to take a 24-14 lead into the locker room. Brandon Carr’s 

42-yard pick six put Death Valley in control 34-17 in the 3rd. The Convicts added a late TD but could not come back.   



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

TRIUMPH 

1-1-0 

NORTH STARS 

2-0-0 
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OT 

Doug Martin 
25 Carries, 90 yards 

Eli Manning 
14 of 26, 180 yards, 3 TDs 

Turnovers led to the game’s opening scores; John Abraham pounced on a bobbled snap to set up a 10-yard TD pass to 

Jared Cook for Markham then Shane Vereen would score on a pitch from 10 yards out to tie it after a DeAngelo 

Williams fumble set up the Triumph at the Markham 20. Markham took the lead when Rob Ninkovich sacked Jay Cutler 

and forced a fumble to set up Cook’s second TD catch of the day. The Stars put the game away in the 3 rd when Eli 

Manning hit Marques Colston for a 46-yard TD pass and a Charles Tillman pick set up an Armando Allen 1-yard TD run. 

CORN KINGS 

0-2-0 

T-LIZARDS 

2-0-0 
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16

  

31 

Of  
43 

OT 

Alfred Morris 
32 Carries, 186 yards, 1 TD 

Calvin Johnson 
12 Catches, 225 yards, 3 TDs 

A 33-yard pass to Eric Decker set up a 6-yard TD run by Reggie Bush to open the scoring for Durham. Cowtown evened 

it up after a 51-yard interception return by Kerry Rhodes set up a 20-yard TD run by Alfred Morris. A late drive in the 2nd 

ended with a 16-yard TD pass to Donnie Avery to put the Corn Kings in front 17-13 at half time.  Calvin Johnson broke 

out in the 2nd half, catching 3 TD passes from Drew Brees to set a pace that Joe Flacco and his injured receiving corps 

could not keep pace with. Hanging on to 37-31 lead in the 4th, Durham clinched it on a 42-yard TD pass to Megatron. 

KNIGHTS 

1-1-0 

CUBS 

2-0-0 
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OT 

Chad Greenway 
7 Tackles, 3 Sacks, 2 Hurries  

Russell Wilson 
21 of 29, 298 yards, 2 TDs 

The Cubs broke a 0-0 tie in the 2nd quarter when Russell Wilson caught LA crowding the line on 4th and 1 and hooked up 

with Tony Gonzalez for a 27-yard TD pass. Greg Zeurlein hit a 43-yard FG to add to the lead before half time. The 

Knights ground out a 14-play, 87-yard TD drive to start the 2nd half, pulling within 3 points on a 1-yard run by Andre 

Brown.  But the Cubs paid them back in kind, keeping the ball for 13 plays and driving 73 yards to regain a 10-point lead 

on a 3-yard TD pass to Steve Smith. Trent Richardson added a final TD on a 1-yard run to ice the game for the Cubbies. 



 

MONARCHS 

1-1-0 

HELLFIRE 

0-2-0 

0

 

 

  7

  

10

  

3

  

7

  

3

  

14

  

0

  

0

  

3

  

31 

16 

OT 

Ryan Tannehill 
23 of 31, 204 yards, 3 TDs 

Justin Houston 
9 Tackles, 2 Sacks, 1 FF  

A sack and forced fumble by DeMarcus Ware thwarted an early red zone penetration by the Monarchs and set up a 

Mohave score on a 5-yard run by Montee Ball. The teams exchanged FGs before Monarchs’ Brandon Tate returned a 

punt 46 yards to set up a 20-yard TD pass from Ryan Tannehill to Mike Williams to tie it at 10-10 just before the half. 

Early in the 3rd,   Alex Carrington sacked Andrew Luck and forced a fumble at the Mohave 12. Three plays later, Mike 

Williams caught a TD pass to put the Monarchs in front to stay. Luck struggled, passing for a mere 67 yards on the day. 

BLUE EAGLES 

1-1-0 

MUSTANGS 

2-0-0 
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7 

Of  
34 

OT 

Ray Rice 
12 Carries, 62 Yards 

Matt Ryan 
18 of 24, 181 yards, 2 TDs 

A 49-yard run by Ray Rice on Scarborough’s first play from scrimmage set up an Aaron Rodgers 2-yard scramble for a 

TD and an early 7-0 lead. That would be the high water mark for Scarborough. A sack and forced fumble by NaVorro 

Bowman on the Blue Eagles’ 1 yard line led to a 1-yard TD run by Arian Foster to give the Mustangs a 10-7 lead. Later in 

the 2nd quarter, CJ Spiller fumbled at the Scarborough 8, leading to a 5-yard TD pass from Matt Ryan to Jeremy Kerley. 

In the 2nd half, Rice fumbled at his own 27 yard line to set up another Mustangs TD and set the 34-7 rout in motion.  

CANNIBALS 

1-1-0 

VIOLATORS 

2-0-0 
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OT 

Philip Rivers 
16 of 26, 164 yards, 1 TD  

Matt Stafford 
24 of 40, 282 yards, 3 TDs 

Rookie running back Eddie Lacy busted a 55-yard run to set up the game’s first TD, a 3-yard run by BenJarvus Green-

Ellis. Carthage extended their lead to 10-0 on a 30-yard FG by Steve Hauschka. Virden got on the board in the 2nd on a 

6-yard TD pass from Matt Stafford to Jamaal Charles but gave up another FG to trail 13-7 at the half. After a 

deadlocked 3rd, Virden scored on a TD pass to Julio Jones to grab their first lead. Carthage answered with an 11-yard TD 

pass to Josh Morgan, but Virden got the final word, scoring with 4 seconds left on a 10-yard TD pass to Dez Bryant. 



 

  

East W L T Pct Pts Ave Opp Ave Diff Home Div Conf 

Virden 2 0 0 1 43 21.5 29 14.5 7 1  0  0 2  0  0 2  0  0 

Charleswood 1 1 0 0.5 57 28.5 61 30.5 -2 0  1  0 1  0  0 1  1  0 

Carthage 1 1 0 0.5 35 17.5 37 18.5 -1 1  0  0 1  1  0 1  1  0 

Mohave 0 2 0 0 26 13 43 21.5 -8.5 0  1  0 0  1  0 0  2  0 

York 0 2 0 0 33 16.5 46 23 -6.5 0  2  0 0  2  0 0  2  0 

West W L T Pct Pts Ave Opp Ave Diff Home Div Conf 

Iowa City 2 0 0 1 58 29 37 18.5 10.5 1  0  0 1  0  0 2  0  0 

Chino 1 1 0 0.5 63 31.5 47 23.5 8 0  1  0 1  1  0 1  1  0 

Death Valley 1 1 0 0.5 68 34 68 34 0 0  1  0 1  1  0 1  1  0 

Los Angeles 1 1 0 0.5 50 25 55 27.5 -2.5 0  0  0 1  1  0 1  1  0 

Mission Viejo 1 1 0 0.5 41 20.5 51 25.5 -5 0  1  0 0  1  0 1  1  0 

North W L T Pct Pts Ave Opp Ave Diff Home Div Conf 

Markham 2 0 0 1 52 26 13 6.5 19.5 2  0  0 2  0  0 2  0  0 

Pickering 2 0 0 1 50 25 37 18.5 6.5 1  0  0 1  0  0 2  0  0 

Durham 1 1 0 0.5 46 23 55 27.5 -4.5 1  0  0 1  1  0 1  1  0 

Twin Cities 1 1 0 0.5 24 12 35 17.5 -5.5 1  0  0 0  1  0 1  1  0 

Cowtown 0 2 0 0 51 25.5 69 34.5 -9 0  1  0 0  2  0 0  2  0 

South W L T Pct Pts Ave Opp Ave Diff Home Div Conf 

Garland 2 0 0 1 58 29 20 10 19 1  0  0 2  0  0 2  0  0 

Scarborough 1 1 0 0.5 45 22.5 69 34.5 -12 1  0  0 1  1  0 1  1  0 

Gwinnett 1 1 0 0.5 62 31 41 20.5 10.5 0  0  0 1  1  0 1  1  0 

South Carolina 0 2 0 0 30 15 48 24 -9 0  1  0 0  1  0 0  2  0 

Sebastian 0 2 0 0 10 5 41 20.5 -15.5 0  1  0 0  1  0 0  2  0 
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KNIGHTS STILL A 

DEFENSIVE TEAM! 
BY LEONARDO LANDON (CONTRIBUTOR) ON OCTOBER 7, 2013 

The offence is drawing all the attention after 

Alex Smith dropped 40 points on the 

Undertakers in the first week of the season, 

but the defence is still the pulse of this 

Knights team. 

Statistically on defence they are near the 

bottom of the league after two weeks. They 

are the easiest team to pass against with 

rookies David Amerson and T.J. Mcdonald 

holding down the starting cornerback 

positions. Another rookie, Kenny Vaccaro, is 

holding down the free safety position to make 

strong safety Jordan Babineaux the only veteran starting in the secondary. In a passing league 

that is what some people would call a weakness. But defensive mastermind Jeff Dohrn has 

devised a system to reduce the impact of his rookies in the secondary. He has put his defence in 

attack mode and the guy who is standing out is free agent linebacker Chad Greenway. 

Greenway has 3 sacks, 3 knock downs, and 13 tackles after just 2 games. His numbers are the 

product of a blitz-happy defence that is trying to take pressure off of the young corners in the 

defensive backfield. At a 54% blitz rate, there is no question that the front seven are working 

overtime to help out the back four. Greenway is leading the way. He is a new kind of leader on 

the LA defence. But is his effort having the desired effect?  

Yes and no. No, because on defence the Knights are, so far, giving up tons of passing yards and 

loads of points. Yes, because the Knights are maintaining the initiative and dictating the pace of 

play. Their defence is daring the other team to beat the blitz and, yes, they have beaten it a lot, 

but not always. But it doesn’t matter because the point is not whether they win or lose it is how 

they play the game. The Knights are preserving their aggressive attitude for better years ahead. 

I like this edition of the Blue Shield. The personnel may not be what they once were on the back 

side of the LA ball, but their heart may be greater than ever. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW YORK – My annual evaluation with Mr. Finchley was scheduled first thing upon my return from vacation. I was 

disconcerted to see him greet me with a smile and tell me to make myself comfortable in his office. Usually he scowls and 

says, “Let’s get this over with McChad.” I had a feeling I was in a bit of danger and I was right. 

 “Your approval rating is dropping, McChad.” He placed the palms of his hands together in front of his chin for effect 

and added, “People are tired of your preaching.” He waited, basking in the moment, looking for a reaction. 

 I held my expression – allowing just the slightest smirk to cross my face as a hint of my contempt. “Is that what they 

call it, or is ‘preaching’ your word?” I answered blithely.  

 “It’s my word,” he answered irritably, “but it’s what they mean. You make some readers uncomfortable with your 

strong, some might say, arrogant, opinions.” 

 “I thought that’s what the syndicate paid me for,” I replied, “my opinion. I write an editorial column don’t I?”  

 “Yes, McChad, paying money for your opinion is one of the more frivolous expenditures we make, right up there 

with those complimentary engraved crystal decanter sets that we have trouble giving away. Hardly anybody uses decanter sets 

anymore – it wouldn’t occur to most people to empty a bottle of booze into another bottle to pour it into a glass. Your opinions 

are like our company decanter sets, McChad – nobody sees the point of them.” 

 “They are classy,” I offered, in defence of crystal decanters. “You must admit you liked the ones we gave away at the 

Christmas Party last year.” 

 “That’s not the point, McChad. Decanters add an unnecessary step between the contents of a bottle and the consumer. 

So do you. There are literally hundreds of options for a football fan. They can follow everything about the sport today. 

Because of that, they all think they know more than you about it. They want to read their opinions, not yours.” 

 I thought for a moment then decided to call his bluff. “Well, I guess that’s it then. I’ll settle for 6 months severance 

plus half my vacation paid out in cash.” I started to rise from my seat. 

 “Where do you think you’re going?”  Mr. Finchley barked. 

 “Aren’t you firing me? If you are, I don’t want to spend any more time than necessary in this room with you.” 

 “Sit down, McChad, I’m not firing you, much as I want to! There are still some people out there who like crystal 

decanters. But we need to talk about your column and your job here.” 

 What followed was a long lecture about the changing face of media and how fewer and fewer people are willing to 

pay for news and opinions; both are everywhere on the Internet and people don’t have time for it all. But people are more 

likely to pay for an opinion if it supports their opinion. Mr. Finchley’s solution was to give the public what they want to hear.  

 So now my column is a little shorter and my other job is to scour EFL Blogs for the best of the best to add to the 

official EFL News. This has been like a punishment. With all due respect to citizen journalism, most of it is crap. It’s like 

giving a crayon to a chimpanzee and expecting the Mona Lisa.  

  THE EFL HILLBILLIES  

Should the league be embarrassed that the Markham North Stars are the reigning EFL Champions? But for their brilliant play 

on the field in the second half of the regular season and throughout the playoffs last year, I would answer, yes. They certainly 

earned the title of Champs on the gridiron. It is their play off the field that creates the doubt. 

 The North Stars aren’t an evil team, like the Undertakers. They aren’t an arrogant team, like the Knights. They aren’t 

a sanctimonious team, like the Patriots. They aren’t a crazy team, like the Monarchs. They aren’t even a stupid team, like the 

CENSORED. But they are a socially awkward team, and that, more than any other quality, is embarrassing. You can be 

almost anything else on the planet: stupid, evil, arrogant, sanctimonious, crazy, and still get along at a cocktail party. But if 

you’re socially mal-adjusted, you had better be really rich or really dangerous and vengeful to get invited back with the A-list. 

 The North Stars raised their EFL Championship banner prior to their Week Two contest against Twin Cities. This 

was a cause for great celebration in Markham, but it did not register as strongly across the continent because the game was not 

broadcast nationally on a major network. But the EFL Game of the Week in Week One, broadcast nationally to kick-off the  

  

   



 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

Coors Light continuously through a funnel to win the Golden Fire Hydrant – a prop to pee on afterwards.  

 “Markham fans love to have a good time, Phil, and they’re easy to please as you can see. So we can expect it to get real 

noisy here when they lift the banner,” replied Bill Badden. 

 Of course, the banner was never raised that opening night and nobody in Markham seemed aware of the gaffe until it 

became a source of scorn on Cowan Bullherd’s radio show, Morning Bull. “There should be a special rule,” opined Bullherd, “call 

it the Markham Rule, where they take the banner away if you don’t raise it on opening night.” 

 Darrin Jones’ candid response didn’t help matters. “We thought everyone knew we won the Championship. I mean, of 

course we were going to put a sign up, but it hadn’t been made yet.” 

 Attempts to make up for it in Week Two by having DJ Dead Mouse and Miley Cyrus perform with Cirque du Soleil at 

mid-field prior to the Triumph game, and declaring it  ‘Media Appreciation Day,’ with free beer for accredited media, were too 

little too late. With little national attention, the fans in Markham saw the banner raised then got drunk again, rioted after the game 

again, and saw their North Stars win again, beating Twin Cities 28-10 to raise their record to 2-0.  

  THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK 

So, maybe it was Chris Worthley after all? It may be too early to answer the debate about who was most responsible, Worthley or 

Drew Brees, for the epic offensive output by the Undertakers in 2012. But after two weeks of witnessing two different quarterbacks 

who struggled last year post impressive numbers under Worthley's guidance, we may be closer to the answer.  

After being jettisoned by the Spartans for failing to perform in his rookie season, Robert Griffin III looks like he's figured 

things out in Death Valley – at least for this week. He went 7 of 10 for 121 yards and 2 TDs on the Undertakers' first two 

possessions of the game to kick-start a whipping of the Convicts at the Big House. His only hiccup was a doozy – a fumble on a 

draw play that Chino safety Jamarca Sanford picked up and returned for a TD to temporarily bring the Convicts back into the 

game in the 2nd quarter. But the young QB recovered nicely, finishing the first half with his 3rd TD pass of the game, an 11-yard 

toss to Randall Cob, to give Worthley's squad a 24-14 lead. On the other side, Cam Newton struggled mightily with ball security, 

fumbling once and getting picked off 3 times, the last for a "pick six" by Brandon Carr as the Undertakers went on to win 37-28.  

When asked if he thought RGIII provided more options than Brees for an offence, Worthley was careful in his response: 

“Drew isn’t a runner but he can move in the pocket and thread the needle better than anybody in the game today. Griff can run and 

he can pass. He gives you another option. He has a live arm but he still has to learn about reading coverages. I think he can move 

our offence as effectively as ever but he won’t throw as many TDs because he’ll be running for them too.” 

 BRING ON THE VIOLATORS 

They were clearly the better team and the stats bore it out, but the Violators still needed a superb 2-minute drill from Matt Stafford 

to pull off a 27-23 win at home against the Cannibals. The closeness of this game signifies two things: the Cannibals are 

competitive and the Violators are....well...violators; their 11 penalties kept Carthage in this game and under the spread. With 17 

penalties in 2 games, Virden is tied for 3
rd

 worst in the league for flags. GM and coach, Lance Barrate thinks his team is getting a 

raw deal. 

 “We had to overcome some penalties today that, frankly, put us in a hole we didn’t always deserve,” Barrate said after the 

game, trying unsuccessfully to remain diplomatic and avoid a fine. “I realize that the refs have a tough job to do, but they can do a 

better job if they remember there are two teams on the field.”  

 

EFL  season, did feature the North 

Stars, hosting their bitter rivals, 

Durham, and the network started 

broadcasting 30 minutes before 

kick-off to cover the anticipated 

pre-game ceremony of Markham 

dignitaries hoisting the banner and 

honouring the players and fans. 

The problem was the North Stars 

forgot to organize any ceremony 

in Week One, other than the 

traditional annual beer-funneling 

contest and Giant Dawg Pound 

Big Screen Bingo game.  

 “What a Markham way 

to introduce the banner, Bill,” 

commented Phil Winterall as a 

local fry cook chugged back 11  

Oh, if only it were true! As you can see from the toxic fluff that has contaminated the pristine 

professionalism of the EFL Newsletter for the past two weeks, little thought actually goes into the 

average Blog. When you consider that those articles are hand-picked as “the best,” the horror grows. 



  

  

 

 

  

       

    

 

   

         

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The issue of fairness is at the root of our society. We place a high value on fairness because we live in a fair and 

democratic country governed by laws and, so far, those laws have kept us from killing each other.  Football law is no different, or 

else every game would degenerate into a violent, bloody brawl. Nevertheless, fairness becomes an issue whenever the referee 

decides to take his whistle out of his pocket. We all complain about the fairness of the ref. But, realistically, can laws be fairly 

applied to all and, if not, does unfairness to one affect fairness to all, especially in the football world?  

 Based on my personal observations I would say that rules are not, usually, applied fairly and that unfairness to one 

doesn’t matter much to anyone else. Unfairness happens in the moment because human beings (most refs, except Ed Hochuli, are 

human beings) become involved, voluntarily or involuntarily, in the emotion of the game. Nobody who isn’t involved directly in 

the play in question thinks about fairness in general terms unless a replay turns up on national TV showing a particular call to be 

crazy or controversial. But even in those circumstances, few think about it happening to them, and they disregard it.  

 So my point, for you “Bloggists” out there who have completely missed it, is that there is no fairness when people are 

involved and that teams with names like “Violators” should change their names so that they don’t get treated like violators. Don’t 

think for a second that calling yourself a violator won’t lead people, even so-called objective referees, to think you are a rule-

breaker and need to be watched. Expect Virden’s march to the playoffs to be dotted by flags. 

  AROUND THE EFL 

At Camelot, the Excaliburs made it two-in-a-row in the loss column to start the year, dropping a close one to Charleswood 30-27. 

The margin of loss was a narrow one, but was hardly in doubt after the Pats went up 14-7 at the end of the 1
st
 quarter. The 

apparent resurgence of Adrian Peterson is creating a conundrum for defensive coordinators as they face the choice of allowing AP 

to run wild or putting the game in the hands of Peyton Manning. Jay Hammond chose to contain Manning and the result was 38 

carries and 189 yards for Peterson and a 13-minute time of possession advantage for Charleswood. It was the smart play for York, 

but it still resulted in a loss. When the Swords did turn their attention to Peterson (16 times they keyed on him), their defence held 

him in check – holding him to 21 yards and one TD on 12 carries – but on the other 4 plays, Manning went 4 for 4 for 40 yards.  

 In Jurassic Park, Drew Brees and Calvin Johnson lit up the battered Corn Kings' secondary in a 43-31 shellacking that 

evened the Lizards’ record at 1-1 and dropped Cowtown to 0-2. Trailing 17-13 after 2 quarters, Durham scored 30 points in the 

second half after the Kings lost both their starting corners to injury. Quentin Jammer was no match for Megatron, who won 

Offensive Player of the Week honours after catching 12 passes for 225 yards and 3 touchdowns. The Kings knew what was 

coming but couldn’t stop it. For Durham’s opponents, the 2
nd

 half outburst was a foul taste of what remains in store for them when 

Danny Amendola and Dwayne Bowe come back from injury now that Brees seems to have found his groove in a brown jersey. 

 There is a first time for everything, and this past week, the 18
th

 week of its regular season existence, the Monarchs looked 

good. They handled Mohave 31-16 at the Fiery Depths after a complete performance by both their offence and defence. The game 

that was anticipated to be a season breakout for Andrew Luck turned out to be a break down for the Hellfire sophomore. Luck 

completed just 8 passes on 23 attempts for 67 yards. He was also intercepted once, sacked twice and fumbled twice. The Mohave 

wide receivers could not get open, the running game couldn’t get started – it was a mess. On the other side, Ryan Tannehill 

picked up steam as the game progressed and his running backs battered the Mohave line. Tannehill finished with 3 TD passes, 2 of 

those to Mike Williams, to grab the Game MVP honours. If he is smart, he will take his offensive line out for steak dinner on their 

day off before travelling down the highway to Los Angeles to face the Knights. 

 People like to say before the Cubs and Knights face each other that you can throw away their records going in and expect 

a tough game. It just happened that going in to Week Two, they had identical 1-0 records, but ESPN’s Russ Flont tried to throw 

them out anyway. “Forget where these teams are in the standings,” blubbered Flont before the game, “this will be a tough, grind 

‘em out slugfest between two teams that really hate each other!” What Flont meant to say was that fans could throw out the 

records both of these teams are expected to have after 16 weeks. But he was as wrong on that as he was on his prediction. The 

Cubs’ defence shut down Alex Smith, who had moved the ball so effortlessly against Death Valley, while Russell Wilson 

overcame 6 sacks by the defence formerly known as ‘The Blue Shield’ to throw a pair of TD passes in an easy 24-10 victory. 

 The Mustangs threw the Blue Eagles off their backs by beating them down 34-7 at the Corral. It was just their second win 

over the Scarborough/Florida franchise in their history and the first one that will mean anything more than bragging rights for 

Doug Shirley. After surrendering a touchdown on Scarborough’s opening drive, the Garland defence went into strict containment 

mode, holding Aaron Rodgers to just 101 yards passing all day. Matt Ryan had a quietly efficient day, throwing for 181 yards and 

2 TDs without a turnover, while Arian Foster took advantage of two Scarborough turnovers inside their own 10 yard line to score 

a pair of TDs. It looked all too easy for Garland. Are they that dominant, or the Blue Eagles that degraded from last year? 

 Finally, in games that nobody noticed the Gladiators beat up the Swordfish 27-3 at the Fish Tank in their home opener. A 

quiet crowd watched languidly as Andy Dalton worked his butt off to generate a field goal in the 3
rd

 quarter. Big Ben talked on his 

phone between series. Meanwhile, in Pickering the Spartans quietly rose to 2-0 with a 24-17 win over the Regulators, holding 

Tony Romo and Friends to 250 yards of total offence.  The Spartans are showing up on defence while Matt Schaub sits quietly 

atop the quarterback leader board with a QB rating of 130.7. But don’t expect Gus Konstanatakos to thank him or reward him if 

he remains there; Schaub is the 6
th

 starting QB for Pickering in 6 years of operation. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BBUUGG  TTHHEE  BBOOOOKKIIEE!!  
JIMMY THE GEEK GIVES YOU HIS PICKS 

FOR WEEK TWO EFL ACTION 
Your source for fantasy and on-line betting solutions 

 

Jimmy’s WEEK THREE PICKS 
YORK @ CARTHAGE (line – CANNIBALS by 1) 

INJURIES: York – Ryan Clark (QUESTIONABLE), Davone Bess (OUT), Dustin Keller (OUT), Rashean Mathis (OUT), Richard 

Seymour (OUT); Carthage – Lance Moore (PROBABLE), Fred Jackson (OUT). 

 

The Excaliburs are tied for last in the league in trips inside the opponent’s red zone. A pair of long TD passes last week helped make 

up for that, but difficulty sustaining drives has been a problem for the offence so far, and that has put pressure on the defence. The 

root cause is an uncertain running game that opponents are not respecting. The Cannibals’ defence has performed above 

expectations in two close games but surrendered a long TD drive at the end of the game to drop a heartbreaker to Virden last week. 

The Swords have an opportunity to gain confidence on offence, or lose it entirely, against a merely average group of defenders 

without a true impact player. When the Cannibals go on the attack, expect Philip Rivers to focus on a shaky York secondary while 

the Swords bring pressure to bear. If Von Miller can rattle Rivers’ cage, Carthage could implode on offence. The Cannibals are 

slightly favoured here at home, but the true favourite here is York despite their early season problems. PICK: YORK  

 

MOHAVE @ CHARLEWOOD (line – PATRIOTS by 1) 

INJURIES: Mohave – None; Charleswood – Marcus Gilbert (OUT), Santonio Holmes (OUT), Steve Hutchinson (OUT), Phil 

Taylor (OUT). 

 

With Andrew Luck next to last in the starting QB rankings and Mohave’s running game incapable of picking up the slack, it is a 

mystery how Vegas calculated this spread, originally posted at -3 for the Hellfire. Action on the original line has moved it in favour 

of the Pats, but fear of secret information in play has bettors shying away from this game. Personally, I think this is an opportunity 

to cash in. The Pats are at home and their offence is performing well. Their defence is a concern, but the Hellfire have shown 

nothing on offence so far this year to suggest that Luck will have a breakout game. If he does, will he be able to keep up with 

Peyton Manning? Mohave’s main weapon so far this year has been a deadly pass rush that leads the league in sacks and pressures, 

but tends to get tired in the 2
nd

 half. After that, they have nothing to stop the Pats’ big guns. Expect the Hellfire to hang in and 

possibly lead after 2 quarters, but eventually collapse as their hell-hound sack “dawgs” pant for air. PICK: CHARLESWOOD 

 

VIRDEN @ CHINO (line – CONVICTS by 3) 

INJURIES: Virden – Prince Amukamara (OUT), John Kuhn (OUT), Aqib Talib (OUT); Chino – Bernard Pollard (OUT), Roger 

Saffold (OUT), David Stewart (OUT). 

 

Who would have thought that, after two weeks, the story out of Virden would be their defence and the talk of Chino would be their 

offence? Right end Aldon Smith is terrorizing opposing quarterbacks and the Violators’ overall pass defence is benefitting. Roddy 

White is sharing the limelight with Cam Newton and nobody is calling for Chris Johnson’s head because he is averaging just 3.5 

yards per carry. Fans in both cities are wondering how far these teams can go if they can iron out the wrinkles on the other sides of 

the ball. Virden’s 7
th
 ranked offence is hardly a wrinkle in most books, but Violators’ fans believe this can be a #1 ranked unit with 

Matt Stafford, Jamaal Charles, and an impressive group of receivers. Chino’s ‘Lockdown Crew’ is giving up more yards than in the 

past but are still tough to score on the in the red zone. Not to put too dramatic a point on it, but this could be a watershed game for 

the Convicts, determining not just where they stand in the West Division, but also where they stand against one of the best in the 

East Division. Cam Newton will be looking to make his mark with his arm first, legs second, against a slightly banged up Virden 

 

 

RECORD VS THE SPREAD AFTER WEEK 2:   14-6-0 
 



 

 

secondary. For the Violators, they will be looking to get their offence into high gear and make a statement. PICK: CHINO 

 

IOWA CITY @ DEATH VALLEY (line – CUBS by 6) 

INJURIES: Iowa City – Darren Sproles (OUT); Death Valley – Todd Herremans (OUT), Kenny Phillips (OUT). 

 

Odds-makers haven’t forgiven the Undertakers for dropping their home opener at home to the tin-clad Knights, but a lot has 

happened in the week since to cause eyebrows to rise at this line. The Cubs are 2-0 and are getting the job done on both sides of 

the ball while the Undertakers are, as usual, straining to find consistency on defence. But the awakening of RGIII and Chris 

Worthley’s offensive acumen might just be the combination that brings the Cubs’ defense down a peg. Don’t expect the 

Undertakers’ to come up with an intimidating defensive game plan, but the injury to Darren Sproles will limit the Cubs’ options 

on the attack. Trent Richardson hasn’t impressed yet in his second season even as Russell Wilson has, but does the Cubs’ pivot 

have what it takes to carry a team on his own? Maybe to win, but not enough to beat the spread. PICK: DEATH VALLEY  

 

MISSION VIEJO @ LOS ANGELES (line – KNIGHTS by 6) 

INJURIES: Mission Viejo – Dominique Hixon (OUT), Lardarius Webb (OUT); Los Angeles – Brandon LaFell (DOUBTFUL), 

David Bakhtiari (OUT), Le’Veon Bell (OUT), Bryan Bulaga (OUT), Brian Cushing (OUT) 

 

After torching the Undertakers, the Knights’ offence looked more like a traditional Jeff Dohrn offence last week against the 

Cubbies. Expect them to perform at a level somewhere between the two against the Monarchs, but not as well as they could with 

both starting tackles out and Brand LaFell doubtful. The Monarchs set a franchise record for points scored last week against the 

Hellfire as Ryan Tannehill caught fire in the second half behind a strong offensive line. The maniacally blitzing “New Knights” 

defence will challenge that line until they exhaust themselves some time before half time. If you had told me last year that I 

would be picking Mission Viejo to knock off the Knights at Round Table Stadium in Week 3, I would have quietly backed away 

from you and called the police. But here I am, not just predicting a win against the spread, but an outright win. PICK: 

MISSION VIEJO  
 

MARKHAM @ COWTOWN (line – NORTH STARS by 12) 

INJURIES: Markham – Chris Canty (OUT), Jordy Nelson (OUT), James Starks (OUT); Cowtown – Brandon Flowers 

(DOUBTFUL), Harvey Dahl (OUT), Malcolm Floyd (OUT), Terrence Newman (OUT), Nick Novak (OUT), Cecil Shorts 

(OUT), Justin Smith (OUT). 

 

The North Stars are 2-0 and getting the job done ugly. It’s no secret why they are sitting atop the North Division – their defence 

is tops in the EFL, giving up a stingy 3.7 yards per play and they have +6 turnover ratio. The only thing the defence hasn’t done 

yet is actually score a TD. That could very well change this week at Tillman Field. The Corn Kings are 0-2 and looking ragged 

and banged up. If Brandon Flowers cannot suit up they will be missing 6 starters as well as their 3
rd

 wide receiver, and deep 

threat, Cecil Shorts. Cowtown has faded defensively in both their losses, giving up 53 points in the second half compared with 

just 16 in the first. Markham has looked sluggish on offence but Eli Manning’s eyes must be lighting up at the prospect of facing 

Cowtown’s nickel and dime corners starting across from Marques Colston and Percy Harvin. Cowtown is staring down the barrel 

of a 0-3 start to the season, but are they staring at a blowout as the line would indicate? If history is any predictor, whatever 

happens will be hard for fans of both teams to watch. PICK: COWTOWN 
 

PICKERING @ TWIN CITIES (line – SPARTANS by 8) 

INJURIES: Pickering – Johnthan Banks (OUT), Willie Colon (OUT), Dwight Freeney (OUT), Joe Haden (OUT); Twin Cities 

– Ted Ginn Jr. (QUESTIONABLE), Pierre Gracon (OUT), Rishard Matthews (OUT), Kendall Wright (OUT). 

 

In going 2-0 to start the season the Spartans’ defence has surprised, containing two workhorse running backs in back-to-back 

games and limiting opponents’ passing. The star of the show has been middle linebacker Daryl Washington, who has been like a 

rock in support of the line and deflecting passes even if his numbers aren’t as flashy as others. They will need to continue that 

trend this week against the Triumph’s workhorse, Doug Martin. With virtually the entire Twin Cities receiving corps out except 

for Markus Wheaton and Jon Baldwin (don’t kick yourself if you don’t recognize the names), Martin is the only bullet in the 

Triumph pistol. Guy Williams will need a miraculous performance from his defence to stand a hope. PICK: PICKERING 

  
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

PRESENTS 

DURHAM @ GARLAND (line – MUSTANGS by 10) 

INJURIES: Durham – Darnell Dockett (DOUBTFUL), Tyrann Mathieu (DOUBTFUL), Danny Amendola (OUT), Dwayne 

Bowe (OUT), David DeCastro (OUT), Carl Nicks (OUT); Garland – Damian Williams (OUT). 

 

Drew Brees broke out of his Lizards’ shell last week, using a Megatron to set flames to a highly combustible Corn Kings’ 

secondary devastated by injuries. Reggie Bush also enjoyed a good day as the explosive Durham offence lived up to its rep by 

racking up 43 points. It won’t be nearly as easy this week in Garland. The Mustangs’ D is 2
nd

 to Markham in efficiency but 1
st
 in 

total yards, allowing just 216 yards a game. Doug Shirley will be making sure his team remembers what the Dinos did to them in 

Week 14 last year – not that Shirley is vengeful, but he will want to erase the embarrassment of that pitiful performance. The line 

is another baffler – I like the Mustangs to move to 3-0 but 10 points shows no respect for the Dinos. PICK: DURHAM  
 

SEBASTIAN @ SCARBOROUGH (line – BLUE EAGLES by 2) 

INJURIES: Sebastian – Willis McGahee (OUT); Scarborough – DeSean Jackson (OUT), Ryan Kalil (OUT), Logan Mankins 

(OUT), Jordan Norwood (OUT), Darrelle Revis (OUT), Terrell Suggs (OUT).  

 

Injuries have hit the Blue Eagles hard but not hard enough to soften them up enough for the Swordfish. The boys from the 

Treasure Coast haven’t scored a TD since their opening drive of 2013 but Sebastian fans (such as they are) aren’t calling for 

Andy Dalton’s head quite yet despite a league worst 50.3 QB rating. Dalton is still the best weapon they have and, in this game, 

the only weapon with Willis McGahee out. Scarborough received a spanking from the Mustangs last week and will be looking to 

administer one to the Fish to remind other teams they remain a force to contend with. PICK: SCARBOROUGH  
 

SOUTH CAROLINA @ GWINNETT (line – GLADIATORS by 12) 

INJURIES: South Carolina – Earl Bennett (OUT), Chris Cook (OUT), Early Doucet (OUT), Greg Jennings (OUT), Sam 

Shields (OUT); Gwinnett – Ahmad Bradshaw (OUT), Dan Connolly (OUT). 

 

Frank Gore is off to a slow start and dragging down Tony Romo with him. Greg Jennings is out, taking away a favourite target 

and Romo has yet to develop chemistry with AJ Green. The Regulators are banged up, as usual, but this time the receiving corps 

is hit as well as the secondary – the Regs will dress just 3 WRs this week. The Gladiators will be missing Ahmad Bradshaw, a 

nice complement to LeSean McCoy, but otherwise are healthy enough to handle South Carolina at the Coliseum. The Glads 

haven’t stretched the field but they have been efficient in the red zone, scoring 100% of the time and TDs 78% of the time. Troy 

Polamalu sat out again last week and may not dress for this game, but it won’t matter to the bottom line. PICK: GWINNETT  

 

 

FROM THE EFL ARCHIVES – The original 12 teams in 

the EFL were divided into 2 Divisions – the East and the 

West. In the East were the Charleswood Patriots; the 

Mohave Hellfire; the Gwinnett Gladiators; the Florida 

Dragons; the Kutztown Golden Bears; and the 

Meadowlands Swamp Dawgs. In the West were the Durham 

Thunder Lizards; the Anchorage Buccaneers; the Cowtown 

Corn Kings; the Chino Convicts; the Los Angeles Knights; 

and the Iowa City Cubs. As you can see, 8 of the original 12 

teams have the same owners today. 

 The Patriots drafted Peyton Manning #1 overall  

 

and, as a result, were predicted by many to take the East 

Division over the Mohave Hellfire. The Hellfire had the 

highest ranked defence going into the season with Champ 

Bailey, Brian Urlacher and Jamal Williams to name just a few, 

but they didn’t have Peyton at QB. Out West, the Durham 

Thunder Lizards were slightly favoured to take the Division 

from the Anchorage Buccaneers. Durham had Philip Rivers, 

Frank Gore, and a pair of elite guards in Steve Hutchinson and 

Kris Dielman. The Bucs had drafted offence and hoped to ride 

the arm of Drew Brees to the title. 

 In the EFL’s first week the Patriots were stunned by 

Gwinnett on opening day, dropping a 20-17 decision on a last 

minute TD pass from Carson Palmer to Darrell Jackson. 

Manning struggled in his league debut, completing just 16 of 

30 for 197 yards, 1 interception, and no TDs. Manning yelled 

at reporters after the game. 

 The sometimes heroic, sometimes tragic Legend of 

Tony Romo got off to a heroic start in the very first week of 

play. Romo threw 6 TD passes for Kutztown in a 63-24 

pounding of Meadowlands. It was just the beginning of a long 

season of slapstick for the farcical Swamp Dawgs. 

 


