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Jeremy Maclin of the Gladiators dives toward the pylon as Swordfish sd®etyick Chung HISTORY
|l ooks on hel pYtaushdowrywas avgmrssver,rsénding 3he Week One cont:
into ovetime and an eventual Gwinnett victory,-2%, over SebastianS(ory Inside..)
WhO was S|IC & ?S Jeremy Maclin Terrell Sugg
in Week One WR
Gwinnett Scarborough
T ‘ Gladiators Blue Eagles
MS} awn JHp pl 14 catches, 253 yds, 18.1 avg., 3 TO 6 tackles, 1 sack, 1 PD, 1 INT. His
\V} W] BRISQ' SPONSOR One-man offence in passing game. pick set up gamewinning FG.
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1-0-0 0-1-0
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TEAM LEADERS Team |-| 4 | OT Total|
Passing | Cmp | At | vas | 10| —wnnett 1418 12
BigBen | 32 |45 | 456 | 3 Sebastian 0 7 10 7 10 |24 Dalton 331
Rushing | Car | Yds | Avg | TD
McCoy 22 92 |42 | O k Pﬂ@y Qf {t[h]@ Gam@ ) Anderson 21 101 4.8
Receiving| Rec | Yds | Avg | TD With 0:08 left in the game, Big Ben found Jeremy Madlin for a21-
Maclin 14 253 | 18.1 | 3 yard TD pass the score at 24. The play sent the game into OT and Anderson 2 41.0

allowed the Glads to pull out the victory.

SUMMARY: The favoured Gladiators looked strong early, shutting down the first three Sebastian drives while postirayl
pass tderemy Macliand e&Shane SuishafG. A Swordfishdlown gamble at ffigd paid off as they got on the board 5 plays later
yard TD pass frémndy Daltomio Odell BeckhanThe Glads drove back onyafiBpass Reggie Waynautcame away empty wheBSean
McCoywas stuffed for ayard loss onhdnd goal at the dioet line. In theddalf the Swordfish were sparked byyand8gass t6J
Andersonthat set up ayard TD pass James Hannthen a 2yard pass to BeckharhuggAdam Vinatiefor a 5§ard FG and a-10
Sebastian lead. The Glads tied it earlytinriree Yard TD pass to Maclin set up byad®pass to Maclin 2 plays earlier. It remained
the 1:41 mark when Dalton scrambled into theedrmhed yards out. With 1 timeout left, the Glads started frBmntfRoetisberge
threw 9 straight passes, completing 6 and finding Maclin at the pylon from 21 yards out to tie the gametieuithm@u defttaSt
Gwinnett 14 ydide but controversially went fortit€o8,4Anderson was stopped for no gain and the Glads won it with 1:57 left on i

QUOTES:iWe obviously have a |l ot to work on deifwie manygamds gissing]
many tackles. Thankfully Big Ben arGdinndétecoaddave Bisidalb wed a | i
fWhat did they have, a thousand yards or something? | wanted to end it there withoat giving thém.t  1Btu t d il dbrdé td
same situation came8pbastian coadtss Lemmomn why he kept his offence onthe fitldondt 2 at Gwi nnett

HAPPY FAN

titterxr ANGRY FAN 6

Aguaman @aquaman

A tragic loss for our tragic team. If only
| could telepathically control the
football fish as well as the real ones!

PompusMaximusl @PMImaxxy

Not an inspiring start; at times ugly.
Career games from Big Ben and

Jeremy needed to beat the Fish!

10-06-2015 The Fish Tankemp:4 Wind: None No Line M¥emy Maclin GWG SS
First Downs 26 27

Scoring Summary Rushes 31131 31-173

1 7:00 Gwinnett  TD Roethlisberger 32 pass to Maclin (Suishar83{5:02) 7-0 Passes 45-32-456 38-26-331

211:06 Gwinnett FG Swham 23 (8B0-3:02) 100 Sacked 1-4 3-29

2 5:32 Sebastian TD Dalton 4 pass to Beckham Jr. (Vinatierij)d®6:34) 107 Fumble 2 1

311:44 Sebastian TD Dalton 2 pass to Hanna (Vinatierig@1:40) 1014 Penalties 9-88 6-40

3 2:55 Sebastian FG Vinatieri 50 (34-2:06) 1017 Turnovers 1 1

414:16 Gwinnett  TD Roethlisberger 1 pass to Maclin (Suishar®g(3:33) 17-17 Missed Tackles 12 4

4 1:41 Sebastian TD Dalton 7 run (Vinatieri) {83-1:58) 17-24 Blitzes 7 20

4 0:08 Gwinnett  TD Roethlisberger 21 pass to Maclin (Suishariy{9:26) 24-24 Time 35.06 37:57

5 1:57 Gwinnett  FG Suisham 21{8D-3:19) 27-24 Third Down 7-14 4-15
Fourth Down 1-3 2-4
Red Att/Td/Fg 4/1/2 4/3/0
Net Offense 583 475
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ELITE FoaTaALL LERGUs
Blue 35, Blue 35, hut, hut hutl Red 23, 3, Red 23, 3, hut, hut, hut] Greem 49, hutl

- To 7 o . 14 Eddie Lacy

17 carries, 89 yards, 1 TD

oT

s [1207 I3 . 30 Jay Cutler
19 of 28, 252 yards, 2 TDs, 1 IN

J

[RookieMarcus Mariotascrambled for 24 yards to set up a fiugive TD run byEddie Lacygiving Carthage the eam
f SIR® ¢KS NR21AS &0NHZA3IE SR FTNRBY (KSy 2y3> 3IAGAYy3I d
that got the Triumph started; four plays latday Cutlerfound Antonio Brownfor a TD fom 3 yards for a 17 lead.

Cutler found Brown again for a 4&rd TD after the Cannibals turned it over on downs. A&®@ pass taCharles Clay
set up a 4yard TD run bielvin Gordonto open the 2° half, making it 277. The Triumph cruised the resttbe way. )

" ENENE . 19 Andrew Luck

33 of 58, 441 yards, 1 INT
oT J

o 7 117 o . 14 Jamaal Charles )

18 Carries, 122 yards

/A 22yard pass tdAllen Robinsorkeyed a 91yard Mohave drivehat paid off in a 6/ard TD run bylevin Colemamo\
2LISy (GKS a02NRAy3Id ¢KS | StftFANB I RRSR -fard @bbylarsadl ZhaBes
setting up a dyard TD run biark Ingrambefore halftime. With Mohave threatening the Virden red zone in the'3
Trumaine Johnsoturned it around with a 9#ard pick six to give Virden a-18 lead. The Hellfire still trailed by 1 wit
2:42 left and the ball on their 2Bndrew Luckwvrapped up a 13lay drive with lyard sneak for thgamewinning TD.

)
4 _ R A
3007.10 A6 AT T .,
30 Carries, 97 yards
oT

4 N\

3 3 0 14 . 20 Dez Bryant
10 Receptions, 184 yard3 ,TDs

\ /

/Charles Woodsopicked offPeyton Manning2 y G KS t I 44Q ¥F A NErdFGLEPatrkcMurdaidl g'ivﬁ\
LA the early lead. Charleswood drew even with ay&1 FG byRryan Succothen took the lead on a 2¢ard FG to lead
6-3 & half time. The Pats failed o4 321t i (KS YyA3IKGaQ A budd3ByRrd TDARsSE
to Dez Bryanbn the first play of the 4 made it 133. ALamar Millerfumble at midfield let LA back in it, setting up-a
Kyard TD pas fromTerry Bridegwatetto Brandin Cook® . dzi . NBFyd &az22y & Sard Tﬁi)lv%atcﬁ.Kj
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SLITE FogTanALL Leaqus

Blue 35, Blue 35, hut, hut hut! Red 23, 3, Red 23, 3, hut, hut, hut! Greem 49, hut!

o o Il 10. 17 Cam Newton

17 of 34, 235 yards, 1 TD, 1 IN1

or

3 [w0l]o || 12 . 24 Karlos Williams

12 Carries, 99 yards, 1 TD

~N

[An interception byAntrel Rolleand a 38yard dash byKarlos Williamsset up a pair ofCody ParkeyGs to put th;
Ravens in front ®. They added a TD befaitge half on a 23yard aerial score fronshaun Hilto Randall CobbA pick
by Antoine Betheaset up a 24yard TD pass ttMalcom Floydto put Chino on the board then ayg&ard TD run by
DeMarco Murrayput them in front 1413 early in the %. Williams put he Ravens back in front with a-$ard TD run

\tomakeitZlmn ® 526y o0& 13X (UKS /2y@ArAldia NBO2OSNBR Iy 2;/5

0 6 6 10 . 22 Jocco

24 of 38, 290 yards, 4 TDs, &N

oT

ollo|l7 [|o . 7 Peyanning

29 of 48, 298 yards, 3 TDs, 3 IN°

(Phil Dawsorbroke a scoreless tie in thé“avith a 31-yard FG then followed it up with two more to give Durham@t\!
f SFR® ¢KS { LI NIIya adiewwbiRtheBkafer taid pxsS itarfer@nteNpBnélties’dn & Likhr
set up at 16yard TD pass frorRhilip Riversdo Golden Tateto narrow the lead to 97. AThomas Davisnterception

helped set up a 28ard Dawson FG then a4ard punt return byDevin Hested | @S 5 dzNKI Y | aK?2
5" FG of the day. Durham finally found the end zone late in thquérter after aRichard Shermapick sealed the Win)

-

) "3‘?3 ) ................................. p N

. e oo 7 il 10 Joe Fiacec
S 0-1-0 :

30 of 55, 290 vards, 1 TD, 3 IN'E

3
.................................. O
...................................

.

NORTH STARS i e )
‘|14 149 || O . 37 Brandon Marshall

100 8 Receptions, 100 yards, 1 TD
J
/!'-F[]SNJ GKgFNOAY3I al NJKFYQa 2LISYyAy3 RNAGS sAGK | '-Fd\:

Joe Flaccavas picked off byGeorge llokao set upa 2-yard TD pass fromlex Smithto Brandon Marshall The Stars
continued to make big plays withercy Harvirscoring on a 4¥ard endaround, Antonio Cromartiepicking off Flacco
to set up a 3yard TD pass frorili Manningto Anthony Fasanpand5 Qv @J&cksbrforcing aTodd Gurleyfumble,

recovering it and running 64 yards for a TD to make ) 28owtown never recovered and the Stars cruised to victor

- J
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ELITE FoaTaALL LeAgus

Doy Gz

Blue 35, Blue 35, hut, hut hutl Red 23, 3, Red 23, 3, hut, hut, hut! Greem 4%, hut!

oIz 17 Ilo . 10 Tony Romo

28 of 44, 253 yards, 1 TD, 1 INT

oT

1173 | 7 . 41 Arian Foster

17 Carries, 129 yards, 2 TDs

~N

J/

KThe Mustang® 2 F apéngdth& game with 80 and Zgard drives, both resulting in TDs ofydrd plunges byl\rian\
Fosterand rookieCameron ArtisPayne The Regs answered withJastin TuckeFG only to hav€hris Polketurn the
ensuing kicloff 96 yads for a TDJulian Edelmarfollowed with a 99yard punt return for a TD to make it ZBfor
Aurora early in the ¥ quarter. AJ Greercaught a 2#ard TD pass froffony Romdor the Regs, but the Mustang
added a pair oNick FolkFGs and Foster found tleed zone again from 2 yards out to finish off a convincing bIowo&

707 o |~ . 21 Jeremy Hill

15 Carries, 119 vyards, 1 TD
oT J

7117 |[3 |6 . 23 Chris Ivory

23 Carries, 120 yards, 2 TDs
J

[¢ KS a2\ ChilRda Q2NBER ¢5a 2y NXzya 2y NHdzy derefHilcan dne/ilRfrom z‘\

yards andRussell Wilsoriound Mike Wallacein the end zone from 8 yards to round off the scoring in deadlocked
half. The Monarchs ground out a pair of scoring drives in tHehalf with lvory andloique Beltombining for 52 yards
on a 66yard FG drive anByan Tannehiltapping a 9%ard drive with a yard TD pass tDwayne Boweo make it 23
\14' The Cubs struck bashth a 34yard TD pass tRueben Randlbut the Monarchs held on to run out the clock.

o llo |7 |10 . 17 Aaron Rodgers

26 of 47, 326 yards, 2 INTs )

oT

140 [|o |lo . 14 Tom Brady

23 of 39, 228 yards, 1 TD, 1 IN]

/The Excaliburs got out to a quick-Q4ead with a 5%ard puntreturn TDbg S Q! y i K 2 yaad a¢4&§/erd('ITDa“pas?
from Tom Bradyto Kelvin Benjaminwhile blanking the Eagles with a red zone interception by safaty Coleman
However, the ¥ half belonged to Scarborough, starting with ay&0id kick return by.eon Washingtorihat set up a 3
yard TD run byAlfred Blue Blue scored again from 1 yard after ayg#d pass tdMlohamed Saniput them in the red
zone. With 0:33 leftTerrell Suggpicked off Brady at the York 46, setting up the gamimaning FG with no time left.
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TE FOOTBALL LEAGQUS

WEEKONE
STANDINGS
East W L T Pct Pts Ave Opp Ave Diff Home Div Conf
Charleswood 1 0 0 1.000 20 20 10 10 10 100 000 100
Mohave 1 0 0 1.000 19 19 14 14 5 000 100 100
Twin Cities 1 0 0 1.000 30 30 14 14 16 100 100 100
Virden 0 1 0 0.000 14 14 19 19 -5 010 010 010
Carthage 0 1 0 0.000 14 14 30 30 -16 000 010 010
Beaufort County 1 0 0 1.000 24 24 17 17 7 100 100 100
Mission Viejo 1 0 0 1.000 23 23 21 21 2 100 100 100
Chino 0 1 0 0.000 17 17 24 24 -7 000 010 010
lowa City 0 1 0 0.000 21 21 23 23 -2 00O 010 010
Los Angeles 0 1 0 0.000 10 10 20 20 -10 000 000 010
North W L T Pct Pts Ave Opp Ave Diff Home Div Conf
Durham 1 0 0 1.000 22 22 7 7 15 000 100 100
Markham 1 0 0 1.000 37 37 10 10 27 100 100 100
Cowtown 0 1 0 0.000 10 10 37 37 -27 000 010 010
Pickering 0 1 0 0.000 7 7 22 22 -15 010 010 010
York 0 1 0 0.000 14 14 17 17 -3 010 000 010
South W L T Pct Pts Ave Opp Ave Diff Home Div Conf
Scarborough 1 0 0 1.000 17 17 14 14 3 00O 00O 100
Aurora 1 0 0 1.000 41 41 10 10 31 100 100 100
Gwinnett 1 0 0 1.000 27 27 24 24 3 000 100 100
South Carolina 0 1 0 0.000 10 10 41 41 -31 000 010 010
Sebastian 0 1 0 0.000 24 24 27 27 -3 010 010 010
PASSING

Rk Name Team Att Cmp C% Yards In 1% Lg TD TD% Rate

1  Roethlisberger GWG 45 32 71.1 456 0 0 63 3 6.7 125.8

2 Wilson, R ICC 15 9 60 116 0 0 34 2 133 123.9

3 Manning, E MAR 16 12 75 125 0 0 27 1 63 1180

4  Dalton SS 38 26 68.4 331 0 0 81 2 53 112.9

5  Tannehill MVM 29 23 79.3 230 0 0 43 1 34 111.2

6  Cutler TCT 28 19 67.9 252 1 36 48 2 71 105.1

7  Manning,P CHP 42 25 59.5 324 1 24 71 2 438 89.8

8 Brees DTL 42 31 73.8 284 1 24 25 1 24 89.8

9 RyanM AUR 21 14 66.7 218 1 48 42 0 O 81.1

10 Romo SC 44 28 63.6 253 1 23 27 1 23 77.2

11  Luck MOH 58 33 56.9 441 1 17 28 0 O 74.0

12 Brady,T YOR 39 23 59 228 1 26 44 1 26 735

13 Newton,C CHI 34 17 50 235 1 29 56 1 29 70.1

14 Bridgewate LAK 21 9 42.9 77 0 0 13 1 48 68.9

15 Hill,s BCR 31 16 51.6 165 1 32 21 1 32 64.6
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RUSHING

Player
Foger, A
Charles,)
Ivory

Hill, J
Gordon,M
Miller, L
Anderson,C
William,Ka
Bell,L
McCoyL
Murray, D
Lacy

Forte
Coleman;T
Bernard,G
Gore
Mariota
Stewart
Rodgers,]
Gurley

Team
AUR
vV
MVM
ICC
TCT
CHP
SS
BCR
LAK
GWG
CHI
CAR
PIC
MOH
YOR
SC
CAR
BCR
SC
Cow

Att  Yds Ave
17 129 7.6
18 122 6.8
23 120 5.2
15 119 7.9
16 116 7.3
14 107 7.6
21 101 438
12 99 8.3
30 97 3.2
22 92 4.2
23 92 4
17 89 5.2
21 88 4.2
16 73 4.6
16 69 4.3
13 67 5.2
6 64 10.7
17 61 3.6
10 60 6
14 59 4.2
Rk Player
1 Dawson
2 Brown,J
3 Gostkowski
4 Folk

5 Parkey
6 Suisham
7  Succop
8  Janikowski
9  Vinatieri
10 Bailey,D
11 Carpenter
12 Nugent
13 Novak
14 Murray,P
15 TuckerJ
16 Zuerlein
17 Croshy
18 Hauschka
19 Walsh
20 Scobee

Lg
34
54
18
30
26
20
16
38
23
40
12
16
13
12
22
20
24

16

RECEIVING
D Rk Player Team No Yds

2 1 Maclin GWG 14 253
0 2 Bryant,D CHP 10 184
2 3 Jones,] MOH 9 144
1 4 Kelce,T CAR 8 67
1 5  Decker DTL 8 68
0 6  JohnsonC DTL 8 104
0 7  Hilton DTL 8 66
1 8 Marshall,B MAR 8 100
0 9 DouglasH MOH 8 118
0 10 Benjamin YOR 7 102
1 11 Garcon SBE 7 63
1 12 Nelson,J SBE 7 80
0 13 LandryJ GWG 7 62
1 14 EvansM cow 7 83
0 15 Jacksony TCT 6 92
0 16 Cobb BCR 6 74
0 17 Bowe MVM 6 99
0 18 Woods,R MOH 6 73
0 19 Brown,A TCT 6 62
0 20 Smith Sr. COW 6 67
KICKING

Team FGA FGM FG% 40 50 Lg Pts

DTL 5 5 100 2 0 42 16

MAR 3 3 100 1 1 54 13

TCT 3 3 100 1 0 47 12

AUR 2 2 100 2 0 48 11

BCR 3 3 100 1 0 40 10

GWG 3 2 66.7 0 0 23 9

CHP 3 2 66.7 1 1 51 8

MOH 3 2 66.7 0 0 33 7

SS 1 1 100 1 1 50 6

CHI 2 1 50 1 0 49 5

MVM 1 1 100 1 0 43 5

SBE 1 1 100 1 0 40 5

Cow 1 1 100 O 0 34 4

LAK 1 1 100 1 1 53 4

SC 1 1 100 1 0 46 4

ICC O 0 0 0 0 o 3

A% 0 0 0 0 0 O 2

CAR O 0 0 0 0 o 2

YOR 1 0 0 0 0 o 2

PIC O 0 0 0 0 o 1

Ave
18.1
18.4
16
8.4
8.5
13
8.3
125
14.8
14.6

114
8.9

11.9
15.3
12.3
16.5
12.2
10.3
11.2

Lg
36
71
28
16
12
25
13
27
23
44
11
16
14
19
26
21
43
22
15
13

—
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NEWYORKil have moved awagnfroemdeetheimeday d e-seasonnQriginalty
intended to recharge my batteries, | found | was spending too much time recovering from them. My encounter wit
honey badger on a safari in Kenya was a turning point.

Youcan see the beginning of that wunfortunate expe
Bentl ey, who | used to prank with at Cornell back i
T the part where laact to the honey badger bursting into my tent to get at a honeycomb that Bentley had placed insid
was sleeping. The dangerous patthe part where the honey badger tears apart the rest of our camp and mauls one of
guidesi is a total ftur as Bentley drops his camera in the mad scramble to get inside the land rover. You can, howe
the guide screaming just before the video is cut short.

| decided it would be safer and more intellectually stimulating to combine my passiontdoy iigh my offseason
travels. My first destination was, of course, an obvious one: Taiwan, the burial place of my childhdoditwegaKai-Shek
who | had come to admire, in the course of working on a school project on communism, as a stawgechnanist.
Coincidentally, years later | would meet the secretary to the curator 6hihag KaiShek Memorial HajlVivian Ping, at a
luncheon and we hit if off immediately. | impressed her with mdepth knowledge of the Northern Expedition and
defene of theWhite Terroron bot h pragmatic and mor al grounds. Sodgd
returned to Taipei that week and | returned tetbarp pi ng, eventually forgetting

| had Icst her card but was able to track her down, with some difficulty, on InLinks. She had married a gu
Victor Pong and she was novvian Ping-Pong She agreed to meet me for | un
new football stadium. | was suiped to hear there was a football stadium in Taiwan. She, in turn, sounded surpris
| aughed as she said: ASpat s, I thought you write abg

Apparently, while | was running for my life fromhoney badger in Kenya, the EFL had made it official: the lea
was expanding to Asia!

EFL ASIA
The rumours of an EFL expansion into Asia had been treated as a joke by most commentators and journalists, inclug
few of my myriad sources insidéd league had given me the heads up as early as the 204dapom that an Asia
developmental league was in the works, but the idea seemfadctaed and, if true, unlikely to happen any time soon. Pa
what made the rumours unbelievable was theeptemise of the league, which aimed to pit traditional political foes ag

each other in an experimental season that would dir
was the complete lack of an Ameriestyle football alture in the region, save for a small but fanatical group of Marki
North stars supporters in Guangdong Province in mai

US market it sounded like an off the wall idea. Even as | sawdence for myself during my visit to Taiwan, | had trou
absorbing the reality.

Kaohsiung Stadium in Taiwan (aka O6National St adi
It was built in 2009 for the World Games andisanhe second stadium in the worl
solar power. It has been used exclusively for sestge football games but now has beeditted to accommodatg
Americanstyle football games. It is the home of the Taipei Shafks Esia franchise, the second of four teams to come
board EFL Asia for the 2015 season.

Tai pei 6s main and only rival in the China Divisi
Wor kerds Stadi um, a dnrle5®ik gelebratiom ofthe £@en nciaweerrsna rbyu iolft t h ¢
stadium seats 66,000 and has been structurally reinforced and the field resurfaced to meet EFL stadium standards.

In the Korea Division, the leaders of North and South Korealgded a landmark agreement to bring their stagn
military conflict to the football field. The Seoul Calm will represent the democratic South and the Pyongyang
autocratic North. The Calm will play out of gdurpose Jamsil Olympic Stadium and ampected to attract thousands of |
Servicemen in addition curious locals. The Sun will play out of KiBulhg Stadium and can expect to have 70,000 grey




shirted party faithful at each and eve
game, whether they want to go or not.
The intransigence of the conflic
between the Koreas was at the center
all doubts that EFL Asia could take ho
in the way originally envisioned by
Member No. 9 the AP of marketing on
the secretive EFL Committee that contrg
the league. Local rivalries lbdickets in
any sport, so the idea was to build
local Asian rivalries to jumpstart interes
and ticket sales. In terms of rivalrie
however, the hostility between the Kore
makes the feud between the Hatfields 3
the McCoys look like a birthday psr
Over a million war dead is hard t
reconcile with, for example, the enmit
between the Greek Factions which cont
Supreme Leadekim Jong-un supervises upgrades to KimSung Stadium in §ERUEEERNI(El M N Vglo[Tau Rpe T RN-Talo Bl 1|
Pyongyang in preparation for the debut of the Pyongyang Sun, the EFL Asia (¢ ClglaleIS] oL e-Ts SR NEAVETga SIS SRR gl
[P ISIEI  EE NO I  B S  CER i A B B B RS A | sworn enemies will attempt to get at ed
telling his staff in this photo. other through mostINorth American

born former sempro players wearing the jerseys of their sponsor countries.

The teams and the infrastructure are in place for EFL Asia to take off in 2015, but there is one more interestin
this farfetchal marketing scheme. The outcome of the EFL Asia season will apparently determine the draft order for
expansion franchises in 2016! This is expected to be announced formally by the league when the four new frang
officially introduced in Caton in a pregame ceremony before the Week Three Thursday Night Football -onatbletween
Durham and Gwinnett. Each of the EFL expansion t eamég.
Each team will have a measure of cohtrver the sister team, butexacthh at const i t utes fAcontr

Whether or not EFL Asia will survive its first year or degenerate for lack of interest or for political reasons remai
seen. It will be a curiosity for surand a memorabilia farm for the sports collectibles buffs looking to stock future rarities.

THE RETURN
By now you are probably sick of reading about the returRefton Manningto Charleswood but it remains one of the
stories of 2015, one that willkely grow as the Patriots march toward the gesison as many predict they will. Patriot P4
was jammed to the rafters for their home opener against the Los Angeles Knights. The soh&dulould hardly have teed U

a softer touchonieocro mihneg,Maonnnei npgg altt i cal ly guaranteed
if the Knights were supposed to be a punching bag they proved to be a heavy one.
Al l 6s well that ends wel |l , ac c o endihgdilg this one, adaiast tbheiralled

feasyo opponent s, t he opti mi snapptehnaitn gi ndésVp icrteodr yt hPstst aftthe
long journey to the ® Gale Sayers Game in Mission Viejo will turn into the kiotlquiet corrosive pessimism that onl
heartbroken Charl eswood fans can pull of f when t hi allgs
angry like most; they just get really disappointed, their pouty frowns and stiffestamtes set like stone carvings in stubb
resistance to the brighthit appeals from the scoreboardit@ake SOME Noiswhen their defence needs to make a stand, of
offence is about to take the field for an important drive.

The players, the netwks and the TV audience got a taste of that kind of Pat fan more than once during the We
tilt between the Patriots and the Knights. The first time was after Peyton was pickedGifaldys Woodsoron his very first
play from scrimmage as a returniRgtriot. The decibel level went from 122 to 61 in 0.4 seconds accordifanterenzyi a
noise measuring service employed by the league to identify its loudest fan base (with the aim of eventually marketitig
Man myth in that city that will encouga imitators, increase fan interest, and eventually make attending games unb
without earplugs). For those who read the signs, it was a particularly inauspicious way to start the season.

A similar decibel drop was registered early in tAtoRiarterafter Connor Barwinsacked Peyton ori%and 8, forcing a
fumble that, fortunately, Peyton was able to cover up. At the time, the Pats wereStatti3Manning had 44 yards of passi
offence to go along with an interception. WHeyan Succopmissed a 5%ard field goal attempt to end th& Half, a smattering
of boos could be heard, an extremely rare event at Patriot Place, one roughly equivalent, in relative terms, to fans
Scarborough.




However, the quiet disappointment of Patssfaeached an unofficial record low 8Bcibelsat the end of the openin
drive of the 2 half, when on 4" and goal from the 2,Manning threw to an open space in the end zone, unocchpiedy
player, to turn the ball over to the Knights on downsvds6-3 for Charleswood at the tingad the unspokeiear eating away a
t he wavering moral e of voibedbyRetwork TVartnouricérdinn Rramtz whierdhe saafs | ff i M
keeps missing targets like this he could be staring\arg embarrassing home loss in front of this sellout crowd that came
expecting to see something else entirely, |l 6m sure. o

Certainly, Peyton had not looked like any version of Peyton previously seen in or out of Charleswood. Could the
determned veteran have actually been nes®®veranxiousPoo eager to please his adoring fans? While Peyton struggled
Charleswood defence dominated a strictly conservativeffensethat sought to move the bély usingaheavy dose df e 6 V ¢
Bell andshort passes, nomaore tharlO yards in the ailWith over 30 hanebffs, and the Pats keying on Bell, the idea of apl
action pass tdordan Matthews theirbestwide receiver, did not seem to enieto the mind ofJeff Dohrn. And so the Knights
ploddedalongwe |l | out si de of the Patriotsd red zonepositompi ng

With the Knights playing not to turn the ball over, it was only a matter of time before somebody on the Charl
offence made a playt came on the first play of thé"4uarter wherDez Bryantsnatched a short slant from Manning, made
Wilcox miss then ran over Woodson into the clear for &@l TD. It was a play that few receivers in this league can inake
combination of surehands s peed, power and violent determination. H

Phil Mimms, sharing the booth with Prantz, wasted no time weighing in with his expert anélyBisti s p | 3
Peyton 06 he r aved ewdreathed 182alecibefsdA\fs tahe ed¢ er an, he knows he
the safety is going tmake a play on him @s theslowmotion replay ran on the screeme expandedjAnd even though hg
throws the ball a little bit behind hinfe is aware that Bryant is one of the best receivers in the league and can adjust
throw. And you can see that Bryant makes a nice grab that allows him to turn his body slightly back then forward intaheal
safety Wilcoxd ihendini ssxepedcthieng,ackhe. Just a great job

With the ice broken and the crowd aliagain, the dark mood lifted from the stadium. The Pats offence continu
struggle,Lamar Miller fumbled away the ball near mfteld, L e 6 V e o finallyBlkeokd a big run of 23 yards, and the Knigh
got their miracle touchdown three plays later onyal pasgrom Terry Bridgewaterto Brandin Cooksto make it 1310, Pats,
with 2:40 left in the game. But it did not seem to matter as much to the homelcro Peyt on was back
lose. Peyton promptly threw another short slant to Bryant and this time he hit him in stride. It went for 71 yards and-t}
clinching touchdowrand pushed théecibel meter up to 133 in Patriot Place. A& outcome was never in doubt.

Thus concludes O6The Return,d Chapter One of the bog

FALSE START
Soon after the Patriots celebrated their first win of the 2015 season, their expected main challenger in the PAC, itye
Cubs, took to the field at HMK Royal Coliseum in Mission Viejpecting an easy stroll to victoryheir daywould not end as
expected and the outcomé a 2321 win for the Monarch$ hassincetouched off a medisvar in the State of lowa betwee
spats writers who support Cubs coaéleron Reddingand those are calling for his head.

At the center of the controversy is the number of healthy scratches announced by Redding before the ga
included linemarMuhammad Wilkersonand running bacloexter McCluster, among others6 in all. Already under fire for
keepingjust 6 defensive linenmeon the roster, voluntarily scratching Wilkerson was, for lack of a better term, a¢raécher.
With the Monarchs controlling the ball for over 38 minutesaa@jrig out 28 first downs and 428 yards of offertbese who are
less than charitable towards flegendary celebrity of lowa football are seizing the opportunity to blame him entirely for the

Atthehead of -htuhnet eff sea di Aschibald dhaskgr of dhke bes Moines Registeia severe critic oOf
Reddingbeginning in2012, when the Cubs suffered throughEblseasothat appeared n T h a ¢ kte we&dfinflictede w

iOne must ask how the supposedpover 08 gatds ah ¢hée grousdi tostiee ol
Monareohs t@&s Thacker in hiweaarCibabke?answelteds SComatle:
the 2 quarter they were already giving up big runs to journeymen like JoiqueaBetiBernard Pierce, missing tackles they h
made easily in the preeason. Did they adjust to this? Absolutely not. They set up repeatedhdinaz3o ne and go

The venerable Cubs beat report8parky McGillicuddy, was much kinder in the fallb from the lossfi Wh a t
witnessed Sunday was a Monarchs team that is a lot better than adverdgedm with unheralded power and coordination
their offensive front five. We also withessed an unprecedented savvy ganfiomlahe Monarchghat ket a wellcoached,
talented defence on the field, off balance, and which drew the hidden talenRyaincfannehill o

When a debate becomes polarized, the truth is somewhere in the middle. The Monarchs played well ab
peopl eds ex pyhtthaCubsdldt® oamd @artly due to Reddingbds deq(
deci sion sent the wrong message to both teams. It 6s t

DROWNING IN SUCCESS
At The Fish Tank in Sebastian, the Swordfish played like sharks trying to defend their home field against thepnawetd
Gladiators. Perhaps it was the rare appearance of their sdlmumed blue jersey that inspired an elevated team spirit, or m
the Glals took the game for granted, but whatever the cRuses s L e sywad caine close to pulling off a big upset. Whe




Andy Daltonscrambled for a-yard TDto take a 2417 lead with 1:41 left, theear selloutrowd was imbued with exception
optimism misplaced as it turned out to g Benresponded in the only way he knowsy shredding the Sebastian second
for 74 yards and delivering a perfect pasgaremy Maclinfor a 2tyard gametying touchdown with 8 seconds left.

The lateGladsdrive was disheartening for both fans and players of the home.sgugkope was renewed whem i
overtime, the Fislswam up the field on the first possession of the extra frame and glided deep into Gwinnett territory o
15 and 16 yards b@J Andersm. They crossed the 20 and into the red zone"bar®l 8 but came up 2 yards short of the fi
down at the 14 yard line. Amazingly, Lemmon kept his offence on the field, passingagpeamunity tokick a field goal and
score first by gambling on™4and 2 Anderson was stonewalled at the |inerningthe ball over on downs. Sebastian far
accustomed to having their hearts trampled, were stunned.

It would turn outto be ironic that the Fish held the Glads to a tamedout onthe nextseries. Sebastn got another
chance, but a tgard sack of Dalton byommyKelly turned 2% and long into % and unmanageabl8oon the Fish were puntin
for what would be the final time. Four completions for 64 yards, includingya@ier to Maclin, put the Glads inpmsition to
end the marathon. With 1:57 remainifaun Suishanmbooted a chip shot from 21 yards out to put the Fish back in their pl{

The aftermath for Coach Lemmon was a severe as it geEafirCoast Florida football. Unaccustomed to fans ca
very muchhe seemed caught off guard when challenged by journsest, Boisvertof the Swampland Proof.

ATo be frank, Jean, I didnoét think we could stop
Mand 2 calhenumfeswekhatntét stopped them all day. I fellt

It may have been an honest answer, but accordingemia Relations 101t was the wrong answer. The Florid
headl ines blared so MUucCBFENEGENAXLEMM®PN? 6& WMORDRp StHe @ t
SOUR ON D! & pr ocl aiHowtbde Swwdrddish Nefeaceniespdhddrba watthedcloselyin the coming weeks.

AROUND THE EFL
Week One usually brings some surprising results as teamstatiegreseason camouflage and reveal themselves under live
This Week One was no exception.

At the TERRORDON#EVirden, the Violated (as the new version of the team has been dubbed by cynical fans) 4
bit of terror into theneart of Bobby Eldeas thefavouredHdlfire nealed a sneaknto the end zonffom Andrew Luck with 0:56
left to pull out a 1914 win. Mohavetallied 497 yards of offengéut mediocre field positiomnd two missed"#down conversion
attempts inViolator territory kept them from capitalizing on the scoreboard.

At Thermopylae Stadium in Pickering, thiellenic Cultural Centreand theRoyal Greek Societwere as muted as th
gamebetweenGreekrivals was stilted. Five field gda fromPhil Dawsonaccounted for most of the points as Durham shuﬁl
past Pickering 2Z. Drew Breeddid not find the end zone unthere was 1:48emainingin the gamesealingthe deal with a 12
yard TD pass tdlegatronas the Spartans sold out to stop thetaumny andget the ball back. It waa bleakoffensive encore for
Durhands star QB, whavas shelved last year fdlick Foles Is his confidence shaken, or is his offensive line really bad?

In a heavy downpour at Camelot, the Excaliburs poured it on early with two big scoring @aysnt return D by
DedAnthony Thomasand a 44yard TD pass frorfiom Bradyto Kelvin Benjamin.And that was itdér the Sword8attack On the
day, Brady & Co. managed only 4 drives of lays or more, with their longesi4 plays,endingin a missed field goal. The
somnolescent York offence gafaron Rodgersand the Blue Eagles all the tirtieey needed to regup from a shaky first half
Mohamed Santbroke free across the middle of the field for ayd2d pass play to set up the tying touchdomthe 4" quarter
andTerrell Suggsmade a gamehanging intercepan with 33 seconds left to set Wdike Nugentfor a 4Gyard gamewinning
field goal. Rookie runnefJ Yeldonwas injured in this game anddging fromAlfred Blued outing they need him back.

In Beaufort CountyShaun Hill got the nod at quarterback for the Ravens and performethilaareer backip he is
He didrt win the game, but he didnlose it eitheras the Ravens won théiome opener 247. The standout for the Beaufo
offence was rookie running ba#arlos Williams, who turned out to be an effective chatdeace back fodonathan Stewart
breaking some big runs to set upld goals and scoringhe geahead touchdown on a 42rd run in the % quarter. The
Convictoffence tok time to get rolling, but once they did, they rolled along at the moderate pace we have come to exp
a team without a lot of long range weaponshkpast, this would have been enoudhe to their historicallyobust defenceBut
the fact that Hill was good enoughhiang 24 points on them does botle well for this yeds version of thé_ockdown Crewd

In Twin Cities, the Triumph won a smatch of last yeés conferencequarter fina] knocking off last yeds PAC
Champs 3@L4. Jay Cutler looked markedly betteagainst the rebuilding version of the Cannibals, but he did throv
interception for old timé sake. Th networkworked hard to pump up this game for Thursday Night Football ratings, but i{
impossible not to noticthat the 2015 version of Carthage is but a distant, and sickly relative gel@ét Cinderella.

We wrap up the round up with two games that got out of control early and stayed that way. In Markham, the Nd
took advantage & Corn Kings turnovers and a&wgifully executed!3-yard endaroundby Percy Harvinto jump out to ajuick
28-0 lead They took the foot off the accelerator and fintsleéf with a shockingly easy 30 victory. In Aurora theMustangs
reopenedld wounds withback-to-back special teamsouchdown rairns the first a 96yard kick return byChris Polk and the
second on a 99ard punt return bylulian Edelman to supplement an strong offensive showingAsian Fosterin a 4110
shellacking of South Carolindhat makes it win no. 20 for Aurdiaperfect coactRich Liotta.




93%EEdT aWAPICKS
VIRDEN @ CARTHAGE(line d VIOLATORSbhy 1)
INJURIES: Virden i Martavis Bryant (OUT)Carthagei None.

The Violators pushed Mohave late into tHBdtu ar t er before falli ng neabintAthedend aeng
Conversely, the Cannibals fell apart in the second quarter after a perfect opening series against Twin Cities and exdkrltg
is perhaps because of this disparity in Week One performances that theohdateurite worst &m in the league is actuall
favoured on the road against another pretty bad team. However, losing to Mohave and losing to Twin Cities are twecevestl
things. When so little talent takes the field it is hard to watch and not easy to predictilvhappen. But the number one ru
when picking in your pool is not to be fooled by appearances when your sample size is just one week. The fundamantals
Carthage, in particular the skill players surrounding rookie QB, Marcus Mariota, whooaeenumerous and, on balance, mq
dangerous. Jamaal Charles and Mark Ingram will get another workout as Lance Barrate tries to prytest dtestter David Carr
On the other side, Emmanuel Sanders will face a battle against Vontae Davis, but iwig Bad tight end Travis Kelce ar

solid alternate targets and Eddi e LaPIgKI@ARTHAGE ar do wn

CHARLESWOOD @ TWIN CITIESline 6 TRIUMPH by 3)
INJURIES: Charleswood i None;Twin Cities i Bobby Wagner (OUT).

Neither of these teams struggled to subdue their overmatched opponents in Week One but the Triumph earned more sty
hanging 30 points on the Cannibals and making Marcus Mariota look like the rookie he is. Peyton Manning not findingtiee
until the 4" quarter against LA has toned down some of the rhetoric about a super offence in Charleswood and has nerva
rethinking their position on the team to beat in the East. Still, the Triumph stepping ipoa® $avourites is a surprisend an
opportunity. The Pats have a good run defence and may have found a star in rookie defensive tackle Danny Shelton, vBo,
sacks in his first EFL game. The |l ineds per f or ma nacdgnanici
running back in Melvin Gordon who can defuse a pass rush and give time for Jay Cutler to find his terrific targets smthg
game. The key to the Patsé attack wildl be t o maliphages Their

slow start on offence notwithstanding, Charleswood is still the team to beat in myPd@dk. CHARLESWOOD

MISSION VIEJO @ MOHAVE (line 6 HELLFIRE by §
INJURIES: Mission Viejo T Lardarius Webb (OUT)Mohavei Allen Robinson (OUT).

Early season lines are notoriously erratic but this one appears particularly whimsical. The Monarchs scored an upset §
heavilyfavoured Cubs in their seasopener while Andrew Luck had to pull one out of the bag in the final minute to pug
stubborn yet terrible, Virden. One thing we learned about the Monarchs last week is that their offensive line held its ow
what most experts believe is the best defensive front in the league in lowa City. The HdilfieeDimproved, but clearly nohi
the same category, so Chris Ivory should find some r ogqd
corners. Andrew Luck posted an gyepping number 441 yards passing last week but failed to find the end zone with a
agairst a generally incapable defence. The running game was serviceable and could find some success this week against

D that surrendered 163 ground yards to the Cubs. These teams are close, much closer thaRP B8 SSION VIEJO




BEAUFCRT COUNTY @ IOWA CITY(line 6P i ¢ k 8 Em)
INJURIES: Beaufort County i Jairus Byrd (OUT)jowa City i None.

Scheme adjustments are needed for the Cubsd defencet

the clock battle and swandered over 400 yards of offence to the Monarchs last week in dropping their season open
open at home this week with better prospects of hol

phases. They will hope to improea the 2iminute time of possession they had against Mission and let Russell Wilso
care of the rest. The Ravens went with journeyman Shaun Hill at QB against Chino last week and it worked out largel
of the running of Karlos Williams and &fince that shut down the Convicts in the first half. Hill was projected to be the
up but Ravens Coach, Neil Shannon appears ready to spot start him for RGlII depending on tbp.r#ditththe formidable

talent on the Cub sgboddpstfforthecnercuridi R&I tolmake kiss2015 ddBLEK: EOWA CITY

CHINO @ LOS ANGELES (lined CONVICTS by 2)
INJURIES: Chino i lan Williams (OUT);Los Angelesi None.

It is only a matter of time before the Knights break their losing streakhvenicently stands at 22 games going back to 2(
It could very wel/l happen this week. It may be too
championship form of 2011, but i t 6 s verpdluggiskooking Ghind offence.
The Convicts finished with 363 net yards against the Ravens, but more than 100 of those came in the final 3 min
game when they were playingcatetp. On t he ot her side, Chi@opéwbdold [ ¢
frail up front, of fering an opportunity for LedVeo
Bridgewater from a predatory Convicts6 second a rsiltalkidgl
about the Knight$ a team as unlucky as it is bad. One bad Bridgewater pick could be all it takes to upset the fragile p

their perpetually underwhelming offence. It might be close for a while, but trust inR3&#: CHINO

MARKHAM @ DURHAM (Iine 0 NORTH STARS by 2)
INJURIES: Markham i None;Durhm 7 None.

Mar khamés battering of the Corn Kings | ast week <cou

straw man Pickering defence have panicked the-oaders. No since....actually not since never have the North Stars |
favoured on the road against the Thunder Lizaregen in their glory years. The recent history of firste matchups between
these teams also favours Markham, making it seem like-laraioe to make Durham the underdog. Fair enough. Let
masses be fooled by the agiyen-Sunday phenomenon while | focus on what happens on the other Sundays. While it

worth reevaluating Markham as a team that cannot be slept on, they are no plegpfr. Against the Durham seconda
Brandon Marshall willbe harg r e s sed t o a p p-cawhaperforminaes whilewhe entkepics QB&Iuo known as
Smith will be even more haifpressed to get the ball to him. The Markham running backs doaloparticularly threatening
this year even i f the offensive |Iine | ooks robust. e

tough early and middle phases of a typical game free of whacky bounces. The Lizards offeneetrasgspéck of finish

against the Spartans, can expl odPICkuIDURRAMt warni ng.

YORK @ PICKERING (lined EXCALIBURS by 3
INJURIES: York i (None);Pickering T None.

It is hard to gauge exactly where the Yorkies arertfively after playing in the heavy rain last week, but it is safe to sa
they are unlikely to post another 14 points in tigdarter. Those were the only points they scored against Scarborough,
way, and 7 of those came on a punt return Tie York attack had no staying and that was only partly due to the rain; h
nowhere to go after the Blue Eagles decided to double Kelvin Benjamin was the other part. Fortunately, the Sparta
that gave up 22 points to Durham last week has piglzdready played their best game of the year. If the Swords cannot
something happen through the air against the Pickering secondary it is going to be a very long year for Tom Brad
other side, Philip Rivers has nice targets in the passimg gand a former All Pro runner in the back field. But he also
himself, and when he is off, as he was last week, he can-iaigtiedly lose a game. The Spartans are theoretically capal

out-pacing the ponderous Excaliburs, but | expect Von Milhel Zunior Galette to keep that just a theBIWCK: YORK







