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NNEEWWSS

October 20, 2013 

Eric Decker 

WR 

Durham Thunder 

Lizards 

Jo-Lonn Dunbar 

OLB 

Chino  

Convicts 

11 Rec., 183 yards, 2 TDs, found 

hole in Garland D in Dinos’ upset. 

11 tackles, 3 Sacks, 1 Stuff, 1 FF a 

Virden drive-killer in Chino win. 

Who was slick 

in Week Three? 

“Brylcreem” THE 
EFL’S FIRST SPONSOR 

Holding couldn’t stop Carlos Dunlap of the Sebastian Swordfish. He dumps 

Scarborough’s Aaron Rodgers for a 13-yard loss in the 4
th

 quarter as teammate Sharrif 

Floyd backs him up. The sack snuffed out a late rally attempt by the Blue Eagles and 

secured a stunning 24-21 upset by the Swordfish. 
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1 2 3 4 OT Total 

Sebastian 10 0 7 7 - 24 

Scarborough 0 7 7 7 - 21 
Passing Cmp Att Yds TD 

Rodgers 26 37 259 3 

Rushing Car Yds Avg TD 

Spiller 10 67 6.7 0 

Receiving Rec Yds Avg TD 

Marshall 10 106 10.6 1 

Passing Cmp Att Yds TD 

Dalton 20 30 200 1 

Rushing Car Yds Avg TD 

Turbin 9 39 4.3 0 

Receiving Rec Yds Avg TD 

Thomas,P 7 71 10.1 0 

2244  2211  Jacoby Jones 

 

 

 

TEAM LEADERS TEAM LEADERS 

TTrraaiilliinngg  2211--1177  iinn  tthhee  44
tthh

  qquuaarrtteerr  aanndd  ffaacciinngg  33
rrdd

  aanndd  ggooaall  aatt  tthhee  11,,  

PPiieerrrree  TThhoommaass  ffoouunndd  aa  hhoollee  iinn  aa  ssttaacckkeedd  BBlluuee  EEaagglleess’’  lliinnee  aanndd  

ffoorrcceedd  hhiiss  wwaayy  tthhrroouugghh  ffoorr  SSeebbaassttiiaann’’ss  ggoo--aahheeaadd  TTDD..  

SUMMARY: The Swordfish attacked the Scarborough defence on the first play, resulting in a 21-yard completed pass to Nate Washington 

followed by a facemask penalty for a 36-yard advance. Two more passes brought them to the 4 from where, 7snaps and 3 penalties later, Andy 

Dalton hooked up with AJ Green for a 1-yard TD pass. Scarborough fumbled the ensuing kickoff setting up a FG and a 10-0 lead for Sebastian less 

than 5 minutes into the game. Scarborough finally got on the board with 2:24 left in the 1 st half when Aaron Rodgers found Greg Little wide open for 

a 13-yard TD pass. The Eagles scored first in the 2nd half, setting off a see-saw battle for the lead. A 29-yard pass to Brandon Marshall and a 13-

yard CJ Spiller run followed by a facemask penalty set up a 12-yard TD pass to Jermaine Gresham, but the Swordfish answered on their next drive 

when Robert Turbin broke a 25-yard run to set up an 8-yard TD scramble by Dalton. Scarborough capitalized on a 4 th and 1 gamble in their territory 

to regain the lead on a 6-yard TD pass to Marshall, but the Swordfish rode a 5 for 6 completion string by Dalton and an 18-yard pass interference 

penalty to score the game-winner on a 1-yard dive by Pierre Thomas. A 13-yard sack of Rodgers by Carlos Dunlap helped seal the stunning upset. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

10-14-2013 Bluffs Stadium   Temp: 64 Wind: 5-15   None          MVP: Andy Dalton 

 

1 12:21  Sebastian       TD Dalton 1 pass to Green (Vinatieri) (9-64-2:34)            7-0              

1 10:34  Sebastian       FG Vinatieri 43 (4-8-1:35)                                   10-0              

2  2:24  Scarborough     TD Rodgers 13 pass to Little (Janikowski) (9-74-3:23)      10-7              

3  6:54  Scarborough     TD Rodgers 12 pass to Gresham (Janikowski) (8-80-3:48)     10-14             

3  1:46  Sebastian        TD Dalton 8 run (Vinatieri) (9-69-5:02)                     17-14             

4 10:32  Scarborough     TD Rodgers 6 pass to Marshall (Janikowski) (11-53-6:07)    17-21             

4  6:37  Sebastian        TD Thomas 1 run (Vinatieri) (8-66-3:51)                     24-21 

                     SS          SBE                                                                    

First Downs          20           24                                                                    

Rushes            27-62       24-100                                                                    

Passes         30-20-200   37-26-259                                                                    

Sacked             2-11         3-27                                                                    

Fumble                0            3                                                                    

Penalties         10-92         9-80                                                                    

Turnovers             1            1                                                                    

Missed Tackles        8            7                                                                    

Blitzes               0           25                                                                    

Time              28:22        31:38                                                                    

Third Down         4-13         5-14                                                                    

Fourth Down         1-1          2-3                                                                    

Red Att/Td/Fg     3/3/0        3/3/0                                                                    

Net Offense         251          332                                                                    

                                  

QUOTES: “You guys in the Media had your stories written before this game, didn’t you? Now you’re going to have to change them, aren’t you? It’s 

okay, I’m not mad at you all. I didn’t see this one coming either.” – Swordfish coach, Russ Lemmon.  

“I was impressed with the Swordfish; not so impressed with my boys. The coaching staff didn’t take this game for granted, but the players looked they 

did. Terrible start! They smelt blood in the second half and looked like sharks more than swordfish.”  – Blue Eagles’ coach, Chris Dickinson. 

Pirate Joe @piratejoe 

Love it when we fish slap them! 

HHAAPPPPYY  FFAANN  AANNGGRRYY  FFAANN  

Eagle Eye @JonesJonesAA 

WTF just happened?  

1-2-0 1-2-0 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NORTH STARS 

3-0-0 

CORN KINGS 

0-3-0 
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28 

OT 

Percy Harvin 
11 Receptions, 176 yards, 1 TD 

Donny Avery 
9 Receptions, 169 yards, 3 TDs 

Markham scored first to touch off an offensive battle that saw the lead exchange hands 6 times. The game built up to a 

late 4th quarter showdown with Jared Cook putting Markham in front 24-21 on a 19-yard TD catch with 4:41 left. 

Cowtown came right back, moving 71 yards in 4 plays, to take a 28-24 lead with 3:30 left in the game on a 37-yard TD 

pass to Donnie Avery from Joe Flacco, their third hook-up of the day. But Eli Manning led a 14-play, 85-yard TD drive in 

the final 3 minutes, scoring on a 4th down pass to Heath Miller with 25 seconds left to lift Markham to their 3rd victory. 

 

 

SPARTANS 

3-0-0 

TRIUMPH 

1-2-0 
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20 

Of  
14 

OT 

Steven Jackson 
33 Carries, 150 yards 

Jay Cutler 
17 of 24, 235 yards, 1 TD, 1 INT 

Spartans` defensive end Jabaal Sheard hit Jay Cutler as he tried to go deep on the Triumph`s opening drive, causing a 

wobbler that was easily intercepted by Sheldon Brown. The turnover set up a 10-yard TD pass from Matt Schaub to 

Vincent Jackson to give Pickering an early 10-0 lead. Twin Cities` defence held strong for 2 quarters after that, but, 

except for a 58-yard pass to Markus Wheaton that led to a TD to open the 3rd quarter, their offence struggled. Steven 

Jackson wore down the Triumph defence with 33 carries, leading to a 4th-quarter TD drive that put the game away.  

T-LIZARDS 

2-1-0 

MUSTANGS 

2-1-0 
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17 

OT 

Drew Brees 
27 of 42, 307 yards, 3 TDs  

Matt Ryan 
22 of 46, 261 yards, 1 TD, 2 INTs 

The Mustangs ground out a 16-play drive to start the game, scoring on a 2-yard dive by Arian Foster. A 54-yard FG by 

Phil Dawson put the Dinos on the board before a 9-yard TD pass from Drew Brees to Reggie Bush put them in front 10-

7 in the 2nd quarter. A 59-yard TD pass from Matt Ryan to Jeremy Kerley gave Garland back the lead but Durham would 

reclaim it for good before half time on back-to-back TD passes of 30 and 50 yards to Eric Decker. Trailing by 10 points 

with 11:19 left, Garland had the ball twice but failed to score, hope ending on Richard Sherman`s 1st pick of the year. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

REGULATORS 

0-3-0 

GLADIATORS 

2-1-0 

3

 

  

3

  

0

  

3

  

0

  

7

  

14

  

0

  

0

  

9

  

17 

22 

OT 

Tony Romo 
24 of 34, 298 yards, 1 TD, 1 INT 

Ben Roethlisberger 
20 of 32, 228 yards, 1 TD 

The kicking game dominated the 1st half as the teams exchanged 7 punts and Shaun Suisham out-dueled Rob Bironas 

for a 6-3 Gwinnett lead after 2 quarters. The Gladiators found the end zone first with Reggie Wayne running in a 

sideline pass from Big Ben for an 18-yard score and a 13-3 lead. Suisham added a FG to make it 16-3 before the Regs 

finally scored a TD when Tony Romo hit AJ Green for a 69-yard pass play. The Regs briefly took a 17-16 lead on a 1-yard 

dive by Marcel Reece, but Gwinnett drove 70 yards in 1:16 to win the game on an 8-yard TD run by Stephens-Howlings. 

MONARCHS 

2-1-0 

KNIGHTS 

1-2-0 

3

  

7

  

10

  

7

  

7

  

0

  

13

  

0

  

0

  

0

  

33 

Of  
14 

OT 

Ryan Tannehill 
12 of 24, 244 yards, 3 TDs 

Alex Smith 
25 of 34, 251 yards, 1 TD, 1 INT 

The Knights appeared in control early, dominating the time of possession and getting a pair of TDs from running back 

Shonn Greene on a 3-yard run and a 5-yard catch to take a 14-6 lead. But a perfectly executed play action resulted in a 

66-yard TD strike from Ryan Tannehill to Mike Williams to bring the Monarchs within a point at half time. The 

momentum turned against the Knights in the 2nd half starting with a 66-yard completion to TJ Graham that set up the 

go-ahead TD on a 10-yard pass to Williams. 3 straight Knights’ turnovers followed and the Monarchs romped to victory. 

CUBS 

3-0-0 

UNDERTAKERS 

1-2-0 
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28 

OT 

Russell Wilson 
17 of 23, 194 yards, 2 TDs  

RGIII 
33 of 51, 424 yards, 3 TDs, 2 INTs 

Death Valley took a quick 14-0 lead on TD passes of 77 and 45 yards to Andre Johnson from RGIII. The Cubs’ offence got 

on track in the 2nd when safety Tyvon Branch forced a fumble and returned it into Undertakers’ territory. 3 plays later 

Russell Wilson found Steve Smith for a 15-yard TD pass. The Cubs tied it up before the half and took the lead in the 3rd 

quarter on Wilson’s second TD pass to Smith. RGIII tied it up on an 18-yard scramble and gave them a 28-24 lead on a 

3rd TD pass to Johnson with 2:14 left. But a 73-yard hurry-up drive ended with a 19-yard bootleg by Wilson for the win. 



 

VIOLATORS 

2-1-0 

CONVICTS 

2-1-0 
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Matt Stafford 
19 of 36, 291 yards, 4 TDs 

Cam Newton 
27 of 38, 324 yards, 2 TDs, 2 rTDs  

Virden struck first on a 33-yard TD pass to Dez Bryant from Matt Stafford then surrendered 27 unanswered points to 

the Convicts led by Cam Newton. Chino got on the board in the 2nd when Newton took it across himself for a 2-yard TD 

run. A Dan Bailey FG put them ahead by 3 then Newton extended the lead with an 11-yard TD run on a QB draw just 

before half time. Chino opened the 3rd with Newton capping a 67-yard drive with a 23-yard TD pass to Roddy White 

then added another FG for a 27-7 lead. It was too much of a deficit for Virden to make up and Chino held on to win. 

HELLFIRE 

1-2-0 

PATRIOTS 

1-2-0 
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Of  
36 

OT 

Andrew Luck 
15 of 25, 145 yards, 2 TDs 

Peyton Manning 
31 of 43, 357 yards, 4 TDs 

A safety by Pats’ LB Shaun Phillips followed by 2 Peyton Manning TD passes overcame a 14-7 deficit and gave the Pats a 

23-14 lead at half time. An onside kick by Mohave to start the 2nd half led to a quick Hellfire TD then a Pats turnover and 

a 46-yard pass interference penalty set up a 6-yard TD run by Montee Ball that give the Hellfire a 28-23 lead. A failed 4th 

down attempt at their 32 opened the door for another Mohave TD before Manning roared back with 2 more TD passes, 

both to Jason Witten, to regain the lead. But Luck rallied to set up a 36-yard Matt Prater FG as time expired. 

EXCALIBURS 

0-3-0 

CANNIBALS 

2-1-0 

3

  

0

 

  

0

  

20

  

7

  

0

  

10

  

0

  

0

  

7

  

20 

27 

OT 

Tom Brady 
28 of 43, 241 yards, 1 INT  

Eddie Lacy 
17 Carries, 75 yards, 1 TD 

Three York turnovers in an 8-minute span in the 2nd quarter led directly to 13 points and helped the Cannibals build up a 

20-3 lead by half time. York opened the 2nd half with a 6-yard TD run by Giovanni Bernard then a Blair Walsh FG to pull 

within 7 points. But a personal foul followed by consecutive pass interference penalties on Danieal Manning kick-

started the Cannibals’ winning drive, ending with a 13-yard TD pass from Philip Rivers to Lance Moore. Tom Brady led a 

22-play drive for a second Bernard TD run, but Carthage was able to hold on in the last 2 minutes to preserve the win. 



 

  

East W L T Pct Pts Ave Opp Ave Diff Home Div Conf 

Virden 2 1 0 0.667 71 23.7 63 21 2.7 1  0  0 2  0  0 2  1  0 

Carthage 2 1 0 0.667 62 20.7 57 19 1.7 2  0  0 2  1  0 2  1  0 

Charleswood 1 2 0 0.333 93 31 99 33 -2 0  2  0 1  1  0 1  2  0 

Mohave 1 2 0 0.333 64 21.3 79 26.3 -5 0  1  0 1  1  0 1  2  0 

York 0 3 0 0.000 53 17.7 73 24.3 -6.7 0  2  0 0  3  0 0  3  0 

West W L T Pct Pts Ave Opp Ave Diff Home Div Conf 

Iowa City 3 0 0 1.000 89 29.7 65 21.7 8 1  0  0 2  0  0 3  0  0 

Chino 2 1 0 0.667 97 32.3 75 25 7.3 1  1  0 1  1  0 2  1  0 

Mission Viejo 2 1 0 0.667 74 24.7 65 21.7 3 0  1  0 1  1  0 2  1  0 

Death Valley 1 2 0 0.333 96 32 99 33 -1 0  2  0 1  2  0 1  2  0 

Los Angeles 1 2 0 0.333 64 21.3 88 29.3 -8 0  1  0 1  2  0 1  2  0 

North W L T Pct Pts Ave Opp Ave Diff Home Div Conf 

Markham 3 0 0 1.000 83 27.7 41 13.7 14 2  0  0 3  0  0 3  0  0 

Pickering 3 0 0 1.000 70 23.3 51 17 6.3 1  0  0 2  0  0 3  0  0 

Durham 2 1 0 0.667 73 24.3 72 24 0.3 1  0  0 1  1  0 2  1  0 

Twin Cities 1 2 0 0.333 38 12.7 55 18.3 -5.7 1  1  0 0  2  0 1  2  0 

Cowtown 0 3 0 0.000 79 26.3 100 33.3 -7 0  2  0 0  3  0 0  3  0 

South W L T Pct Pts Ave Opp Ave Diff Home Div Conf 

Garland 2 1 0 0.667 75 25 47 15.7 9.3 1  1  0 2  0  0 2  1  0 

Gwinnett 2 1 0 0.667 84 28 58 19.3 8.7 1  0  0 2  1  0 2  1  0 

Scarborough 1 2 0 0.333 66 22 93 31 -9 1  1  0 1  2  0 1  2  0 

Sebastian 1 2 0 0.333 34 11.3 62 20.7 -9.3 0  1  0 1  1  0 1  2  0 

South Carolina 0 3 0 0.000 47 15.7 70 23.3 -7.7 0  1  0 0  2  0 0  3  0 
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JOHNSON HAVING MVP 

SEASON! 
BY ATOM BEENWIK (CONTRIBUTOR) ON OCTOBER 17, 2013 

Since he was rescued from a two-bit 

supporting role with the Mustangs in the 

expansion draft, Jarret Johnson has been a 

quiet leader in the Monarchs’ locker room. 

Not one to speak to reporters, he did his 

talking on the field. Problem was – nobody 

was listening to what the 6’3” 260 lb 

linebacker had to say. When you play on an 

expansion team that owns the second worst 

defence in the league, EFL Network doesn’t 

mike you up for ‘Sounds of the Game.’ 

But faithful Monarch Subjects are hearing him 

loud and clear this year. If the Monarchs keep playing at their current championship level, lots of 

others are going to hear him too! In fact they already are. 

Johnson was featured in highlights of the Monarchs’ 33-14 victory over the Knights after forcing 3 

turnovers in 3 straight Knights’ possessions. He finished with a season-high 12 tackles and 3 

stuffs, bringing his season totals to 22 tackles, 1 sack, 1 interception, 2 forced fumbles, and a 

league-leading 5 tackles-for-loss. These are impressive numbers on a defence that has given up 

a league worst 172 rushing yard a game. Imagine where they would be if Johnson were not there!  

Johnson’s play is opening up opportunities for the pass defence, which is doing much better. 

When corners and safeties don’t have to worry about the run, they can play their coverages 

tighter. The Monarchs are giving up less than 200 yards passing a game. In a passing league, 

that pace will win you a lot of games. 

Johnson isn’t the only force on defence for the Monarchs. AJ Hawk is making plays in the middle, 

while safeties Atari Bigby and Tavon Wilson are showing maturity beyond their years and lead the 

team in passes defended. If the Monarchs are going to win their Division, they will need the 

defence to continue their pace. The offence has shown it can get the job done; with the defence 

playing well, this could be the Monarchs’ year! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW YORK – This was one of those weeks in the EFL that we in the media find both exciting and unsettling at the same 

time. Exciting because the games were so, with few exceptions, exciting – turning points piled onto turning points, highly 

competitive, top calibre play, and more than one shocking upset. All that action means lots to write and talk about. Unsettling 

because the results force us to question much of what we thought we knew about the teams in this league. For the weasels 

amongst us who qualify everything they say with “but” “if” and “unless,” any result can be explained after the fact. For the 

know-it-alls, this might be a tough week to explain what you said last week about teams like Sebastian, Carthage and Mohave. 

All I know is I’m covered – count me in the ‘weasel’ category, if you must. I reserve most of my comments for what I have 

already seen and, except when I don the turban of the Great Spatskin, refrain from prognostication.  

  WHAT I SAW IN SCARBOROUGH  

The Swordfish stunned many, even most of their own fans, by taking down the Blue Eagles 24-21 in Scarborough. My 

colleagues in the mainstream media reacted hysterically, as if a pro team had just been defeated by a college team. Even those 

alternate sports analytics outlets I quietly respect and occasionally consult, like Football Outriders.Org, did not see this one 

coming. The fact that Sperl Sponefritter of Sperl’s World of Sports consulted a bundle of asparagus and randomly selected a 

longer one for Sebastian does not count in my analysis of sports media takes on this game prior to the coin toss. The scant -2 

line in favour of Scarborough probably played a role, but only 2% of the Continent’s sports writers picked the Swordfish to 

beat the spread. Nobody predicted them to win. 

 Therefore, I can safely lay claim to being the only respected media columnist who was not overly surprised by this 

upset. The Swordfish have done this before; they surprised Gwinnett on the road in Week 3 last year and ended the season by 

toppling the eventual champs, Markham. Russ Lemmon should rename this team the Vampire Possums because they play 

dead for most of the season then rise and bite you to death when you least expect it.  

 It was a good day for the Fish and a very bad day for the Blue Eagles. The impertinence of Andy Dalton in going 

deep to Nate Washington on the game’s first play from scrimmage and completing it for 21 yards appeared to rattle the 

defence. Antrel Rolle reacted by taking Washington down by the facemask for a 15-yard penalty. When the Swordfish 

reached the red zone, 2 more penalties against the Blue Eagles added more opportunities and eventually Dalton found AJ 

Green in the end zone for the opening touchdown.  A fumble by Evan Royster (who, you say?) on the ensuing kickoff set up 

3 more points and a quick 10-0 Swordfish lead that held until the mid-way point of the 3
rd

 quarter, when Aaron Rodgers 

connected with Jermaine Gresham for a 12-yard TD pass that put Scarborough in front 14-10. 

 With the home team now safely in the lead, feelings of relief flooded the stands and the Scarborough sideline at 

Bluffs Stadium....for about 5 minutes. Worry began to set in again by the time Dalton had marched his troops 36 yards to the 

Scarborough 33 and set up to go for it on 4
th
 and 1. When Robert Turbin broke a 25-yard run to convert the first down, the 

crowd fell briefly silent, but recovered quickly in anticipation of a big play by the defence. But two plays later, Dalton evaded 

a blitzing Terrell Suggs and ran it in himself for the go-ahead touchdown.  

 The Scarborough offence was, by this time, in the game, and Rodgers calmly moved them back up the field, 

converting two 4
th

 downs along the way, to grab the lead once more on a 6-yard TD pass to Brandon Marshall. This 

reassured the crowd somewhat, but their confidence was wavering. The Swordfish charged back on the strength of Dalton’s 

arm and an unnecessary pass interference penalty by Tarell Brown. In no time they were at the 1 yard line and, soon after, 

Pierre Thomas broke through a stacked Blue Eagles line to retake the lead, 24-21 with 6:37 remaining. 

 It was lots of time, in theory, for a powerhouse like Scarborough to mount a comeback and possibly even add an 

extra touchdown at the end on a turnover. But this was the point at which the Swordfish re-wrote the script. The vaunted 

Scarborough offence lost their nerve and the Fish took advantage. Rodgers fumbled the snap but recovered the ball. Two plays 

later, on 3
rd

 down, Carlos Dunlap broke through and sacked Rodgers for a 13-yard loss, forcing a punt. Scarborough never got 

the ball back and the rest is, as they say, history. 

 What this game showed me is that Andy Dalton is good enough to finish off a good team when his teammates rise to 

  

   



 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

Eagles on their home turf, another much-maligned group of professional football players was warming up on the gridiron at Patriot 

Place in Charleswood, preparing to be sacrificed to the Great Elder Manning. The Mohave Hellfire had gotten off to a slow start, 

and the consensus was that it was about to become a dreadful one after the new-and-improved Pats had finished with them. So 

enamored are the major media with the return of Peyton Manning that they all seem to have forgotten that just last year the Patriots 

were the worst team in football, while the Hellfire were merely bad. If the Pats were under any similar illusions about their phoenix-

like rebirth, this game brought them back to earth, perhaps even beneath it. 

 The game was a barn-burner notable for the high score and the 7 penalties for 99 yards assessed against the Charleswood 

defence. The penalties certainly help to explain how the Hellfire, with just 271 yards of net offence, managed to accumulate 25 first 

downs and score 38 points. The rest of the explanation consists of a combination of Cordarrell Patterson returning kickoffs at an 

average rate of 26 yards, Andrew Luck making the scoring plays when they needed them, and Adrian Peterson’s 3
rd

 quarter fumble 

that led to a Mohave touchdown. No question, the old Peterson is back, but with the old Peterson comes the tendency to spill  the 

ball at key moments in the game. His was the only turnover, for either team, and it turned the game around, allowing the Hellfire to 

regain the lead after at one point trailing by 9 points. 

  Peyton, for his part, was in classic form in the face of an aggressive Mohave pass rush. After the Pats fell behind 12 points 

in the 4
th

 quarter, Manning engineered two long touchdown drives to give his team a 36-35 lead with less than two minutes 

remaining in the game. But his opponent, Luck showed Manning-like poise in executing the two-minute drill to perfection, putting 

his kicker, Matt Prater in position to boot the game-winning field goal from 36 yards with no time remaining on the clock. It was a 

great game made more dramatic by the final result that belied the hype surrounding Charleswood and the anti-hype of the Hellfire. 

 Veteran Hellfire tight end Benjamin Watson, who has yet to catch a pass this year with Jimmy Graham hogging all of the 

action, used his time on the sideline to reflect and offered this to reporters after the game: “When you’re in Hell you want to get out. 

Anyway you can. We came from Hell today and we burned their ass. They’re a good team, but now they’re in Hell too. I’m sorry 

for their opponent next week.” 

 EAT MY SKIRT 

The animus between Cubs owner Deron Redding and Undertakers owner Chris Worthley sustains itself through statements like 

the one Worthley made in the week leading up to his team’s Week Three showdown against the Cubs: “I’ve watched their tape and 

I noticed they’ve changed their uniforms again. Whoever’s behind that has to be wearing a skirt. I mean, seriously, this is football, 

not a fashion show!” 

 After playing one of history’s most pointless games in the dying weeks of the 2012 season, the football situation for both 

these teams had changed as dramatically as the Cubs’ fashion situation. I won’t go into the details, but after two weeks it was 

obvious that the Cubs were competitive again while the Undertakers were a not nearly as dominant as last year. This had all the 

makings of a great game without the distraction of a Worthley-Redding sniping contest. It did not disappoint. 

 Possibly thinking that the Undertakers were still obsessed with getting two 1000-yard rushers, the Cubs trotted out 6 

defensive linemen for the Undertakers’ second play from scrimmage and Andre Johnson made them pay for it with a 77-yard TD 

catch. We never saw that formation again from the Iowa 'D'. On Death Valley's next possession, Johnson beat tight coverage and 

snagged a bomb down the sideline from RGIII to make the score 14-0 after less than 8 minutes. AJ makes this kind of quick-strike 

domination look easy. If Calvin Johnson is 'Megatron', then Andre Johnson is 'Optimus Prime.' Watching him perform sometimes 

  

the occasion and contribute. This week it was 

Carlos Dunlap and Chandler Jones at both 

defensive end positions who managed to bring 

pressure on Aaron Rodgers despite zero blitz 

support, while linebackers Kaluka Maiava, Larry 

Foote and Khaseem Greene stood out in run 

support with 23 tackles and 4 run stuffs between 

them.  

 What almost every other Sebastian game 

has shown me is that Andy Dalton is not quite 

good enough to win games on his own. So don’t 

expect what you saw from the Swordfish this 

week in Scarborough to be the start of a new 

winning trend. It was merely one of those rare, but 

exhilarating examples that prove the adage, “on 

any given Sunday...” 

 THEY CAME FROM HELL 

While Sebastian was embarrassing the Blue   

A lonely Hellfire fan looks on intensely as his team trades scores with the Patriots at 

Charleswood’s Patriot Place. This fan got his money’s worth. The Hellfire surprised 

the Pats 38-36 on a game-winning field goal by Matt Prater as time expired. 



  

  

 

 

  

       

    

 

   

         

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

makes me wonder why AJ doesn’t turn it on every drive and the Undertakers win every game by 40 points. But the defence 

always has a say. The Cubs’ young but increasingly confident defence was not going to let ‘Optimus Prime’ take over the game. 

 Things settled down defensively for the Cubs but their offence didn’t kick into gear until the defence forced a turnover. 

With Rob Gronkowski galloping past the first down marker and into Cubs’ territory, Tyvon Branch stripped the ball and Casey 

Hayward recovered and returned it into Death Valley territory. The Cubs got on the board as a poised and slick Russell Wilson 

covered the 43 yards to the end zone on 3 consecutive pass completions. After Death Valley tried and failed to convert a 4
th
 and 5 

at their own 47 yard line, the Cubs tied it on an 8-yard TD run by LaMichael James. The Undertakers had a chance to take the 

lead before the half, but Griffin’s attempt to go for broke from the Cubs’ 33 yard line with 10 seconds left resulted in an end zone 

interception by rookie corner Xavier Rhodes and a 14-14 deadlock at half time. 

 Another turnover by Death Valley, an easy interception by Hayward after Barkevious Mingo slammed into RGII as he 

launched a deep ball, led to a Cubs touchdown early in the 3
rd

 quarter and their first lead of the game. Death Valley tied it on an 

18-yard scramble by Griffin, only to fall behind again, 24-21 on a Greg Zuerlein field goal. The teams exchanged punts before 

regrouping for the game’s climax.  

If the Undertakers had given back the game earlier with rash 4
th

 down gambles, they reclaimed it with another. Facing 4
th

 

and 7 at their own 31 with 4:43 still remaining in the game, Griffin completed a 12-yard pass to ‘Optimus Prime’ for a first down, 

then found him in the end zone 5 plays later to give the Undertakers a 28-24 lead with 2:06 left in the game. If ever there was a 

test for a young leader like Wilson, this was it. He passed with flying colours and quick legs, throwing for 3 first downs and 

scoring the winning touchdown on a 19-yard bootleg against a completely bamboozled Undertaker defence. 

 “The players on both sides played their hearts out,” a pumped-up Deron Redding said to reporters after the game, “but 

I’m not going to skirt around the other issue. Worthley can eat mine, if you know what I mean.”  

We know what you mean, Deron, and the EFL can’t wait for Week 12! 

  AROUND THE EFL 

So much to write about and so little space! (I hope you enjoyed Atom Beenwik’s Mission Viejo blog!). I can’t do these games 

justice in 50 words or less, so I have included star ratings (out of 4) to help you choose which ones to go back and study. 

  At Tillman Field, the battered Corn Kings rose to the occasion and made a game of it against the heavily 

favoured North Stars but collapsed defensively in the final quarter to drop a 31-28 heartbreaker. The winning TD came on 4
th

 

down, with 25 seconds left, on a broken play that Eli Manning fixed with a check down to Heath Miller, who trundled 12 yards 

untouched into the end zone.  

  At The Corral the league’s most dominant-looking defence was made to look pretty ordinary by the league’s 

most dominant-looking passing attack in Durham’s 27-17 victory over Garland. Drew Brees usually takes what the defence gives 

him and this week the Mustangs gave him Eric Decker, who erased a 14-10 Garland lead with TD catches of 30 and 50 yards as 

part of a 21-point explosion for the Dinosaurs in the 2
nd

 quarter. 

  In Carthage, US Samoa, a tired-looking band of Excaliburs turned the ball over 3 times in the 2
nd

 quarter, 

handing the Cannibals 13 points and a 20-3 half time lead. They shook off the cobwebs in the 2
nd

 half and put together two long 

TD drives of 15 and 22 plays, covering a total of 180 yards and taking up over 17 minutes, but their ponderous pace was ill-suited 

to playing catch-up as a nimbler Carthage offence stayed one step ahead of them. The eventual game-winning TD pass came from 

Philip Rivers to Lance Moore in the 4
th

 quarter as Ken Main’s crew completed a 27-20 upset.
  

  
At the Gwinnett Coliseum, rookie running back Joseph Randle was called into service after LeSean McCoy 

went down with an apparent knee injury. Randle made the South Carolina defence look like the South Carolina defence by rushing 

for 112 yards on 21 carries as Big Ben pulled off a late rally with an 8-yard TD pass to LaRon Stephens-Howling for a 22-17 win. 

                The two highlights at Chino’s Big House this week were the visit of former California Governor Arnold 

Schwarzenegger, to promote his newest film ‘Escape Plan,’ and the Convict’s convincing 34-28 rollover of the Violators. Cam 

Newton gave an Oscar performance with 324 passing yards, 2 TD passes and 2 rushing TDs. Jo-Lonn Dunbar won Best 

Supporting Player with an 11-tackle, 3-sack performance reminiscent of the glory years of James Harrison. The Violators trailed 

at one point 27-7 before returning fire late in the game to bring the score in line with expectations, but they were never really in it.  

  At Round Table Stadium the Knights led the Monarchs 14-13 at half time but self-destructed in the second half, 

turning the ball over 4 times and getting out-scored 20-0 to drop a 33-14 decision to the improving Monarchs. Jeff Dohrn was 

angry with his team, the officials, the networks, the stadium staff, and the Football Gods after the game, but reserved his most 

scathing criticism for Josh Cribbs, who fumbled 3 times, losing two of them. “Josh is a fu...a fu...a.....fumble pie!” he stammered, 

catching himself about to make an inexcusable gaffe. Expect LA tailgaters to be devouring homemade “fumble pies” next week. 

  At the Metrodome, the hobbled Triumph refused to surrender and fought very much like Spartans in falling to 

them 20-14. Twin Cities wide receiver Markus Wheaton, one of just two healthy wide receivers for this game, made the most of 

his rare starting opportunity with 117 yards on 5 catches, but his success was mostly due to Pickering’s obsession with stopping 

running back Doug Martin. Pickering remains unbeaten and shares top spot in the North Division with Markham, but is not 

garnering much respect due to their easy schedule to this point. Next week’s showdown against Markham will tell us more. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BBUUGG  TTHHEE  BBOOOOKKIIEE!!  
JIMMY THE GEEK GIVES YOU HIS PICKS 

FOR WEEK THREE EFL ACTION 
Your source for fantasy and on-line betting solutions 

 

Jimmy’s WEEK FOUR PICKS 
SOUTH CAROLINA @ SEBASTIAN (line – SWORDFISH by 6) 

INJURIES: South Carolina – Earl Bennett (OUT), Chris Cook (OUT), Early Doucet (OUT), Greg Jennings (OUT), Sam Shields 

(OUT), Brandon Thompson (OUT); Sebastian – Alex Green (OUT), Willis McGahee (OUT). 

 

The Swordfish are suddenly sexy. Their stunning upset of Scarborough last week has Vegas odds-makers rethinking their analysis 

of this team. Mix in the usual half dozen Regulators’ injuries, their lacklustre performance on offence, their lack of imagination on 

defence, and their 0-3 record, and you have the remarkable line above. Let the echo of last week’s big win by Sebastian die down 

for a moment before you proceed to throw your cash at the white and silver. Neither team is particularly daunting on defence which 

means the offences are likely to dictate the pace. Neither team is performing particularly well on offence either, but the breeding 

stock on the Regulators’ side is superior. It’s time for South Carolina to get off the schneid. PICK: SOUTH CAROLINA 

 

GARLAND @ GWINNETT (line – MUSTANGS by 2) 

INJURIES: Garland – Erik Walden (QUESTIONABLE), John Greco (OUT), Erin Henderson (OUT), Anthony Spencer (OUT), 

Damian Williams (OUT); Gwinnett – Ahmad Bradshaw (OUT), Dan Connolly (OUT), LeSean McCoy (OUT), William Moore 

(OUT). 

 

The inability of the Mustangs’ offence to stretch the field is becoming an early season concern for Doug Shirley. With only two 

plays of 25 yards or more the Garland offence is going nowhere fast. The running game continues to underperform, averaging just 

3.6 yards per carry. The defence, as good as it is, will not perform if the offence can’t put pressure on opponents. They will also be 

missing Anthony Spencer and Erin Henderson and possibly Erik Walden as well for this game, meaning they could take the field 

with only 3 linebackers, none of whom usually play the outside. This all creates favourable conditions for a possible upset by the 

Glads, except that they are not without their own injury problems to go along with their usual personnel problems. Both Ahmad 

Bradshaw and LeSean McCoy are out, which means rookie Joseph Randle and LaRon Stephens-Howling will carry the load at 

running back. With Vince Wilfork and JJ Watt waiting for them on the line, the Glads could become one-dimensional pretty 

quickly. Big Ben is capable of doing wonderful things and he will have to in this game one way or the other. PICK: GARLAND  

 

COWTOWN @ SCARBOROUGH (line – BLUE EAGLES by 3) 

INJURIES: Cowtown – Nick Novak (QUESTIONABLE), Justin Smith (DOUBTFUL), Harvey Dahl (DOUBTFUL), Cecil Shorts 

(OUT), Malcolm Floyd (OUT); Scarborough – Cordy Glenn (OUT), DeSean Jackson (OUT), Ryan Kalil (OUT), Logan Mankins 

(OUT), Jordan Norwood (OUT), Darrelle Revis (OUT), Terrell Suggs (OUT). 

 

As disheartening as the past two weeks have been for Scarborough, things could be worse – they could be the Corn Kings. Both of 

these teams are desperate for a win but the team with the most on the line is Cowtown – a loss here and their season is all but over. 

The situation is not much better for the Blue Eagles, but with a couple of patsies in the South Division in South Carolina and 

Sebastian....oops! Did I call the team that knocked off the Blue Eagles last a week a “patsy?” Sorry, Fish fans. And sorry, Eagles 

fans for reminding you, although the players won’t be forgetting that soon. The Corn Kings continue to be without Justin Smith and 

their defence could not have been much worse than it has been without him in the line up. The Blue Eagles are missing Terrell 

Suggs, but they said that last week and he somehow appeared in the game. Expect the taste of last week’s upset to linger in the  

 

 

 

RECORD VS THE SPREAD AFTER WEEK 3:   19-11-0 
 



 

 

mouths of the Blue Eagles fans and players just enough to put them off their game this week and for the Corn Kings to rescue a 

bit of hope. PICK: COWTOWN  

 

MARKHAM @ PICKERING (line – SPARTANS by 1) 

INJURIES: Markham – Dan Williams (DOUBTFUL), Calais Campbell (OUT), Chris Canty (OUT), Jordy Nelson (OUT), 

James Starks (OUT),  LaMarr Woodley (OUT); Pickering – Willie Colon (OUT), Dwight Freeney (OUT), Joe Haden (OUT). 

 

This is billed as yet another Game of the Week involving Markham. When you’re the defending Champs, people want to see you 

no matter how ugly you’re playing – winning creates a charisma that hides the defects. Not that there are too many current 

defects with this Markham squad; they got their offence back in gear last week against Cowtown while their defence took a mere 

half step backwards due to an over-emphasis on stopping Alfred Morris. People know what they’re going to see from Markham, 

it is the Spartans who fans are curious about. At 3-0, are they for real? I think that this week we are going to find out that they 

exist at a level about one or two notches below Markham. The Spartans have been full value for their victories, but they have  

come against teams that are struggling. This game will be their first run at one of the Big Boys. Expect Matt Schaub to fall a few 

pegs in the passer rankings and Steven Jackson to come down to Earth after meeting the “Dawg Ds.”  PICK: MARKHAM 

 

TWIN CITIES @ DURHAM (line – THUNDER LIZARDS by 8) 

INJURIES: Twin Cities – Ziggy Ansah (OUT), Glenn Dorsey (OUT), Pierre Garcon (OUT), Rishard Matthews (OUT), Kraig 

Urbik (OUT), Kendall Wright (OUT); Durham – Uche Nwaneri (PROBABLE), Antonio Gates (DOUBTFUL), Danny 

Amendola (OUT), Dwayne Bowe (OUT), David DeCastro (OUT), Carl Nicks (OUT). 

 

Two weeks after their disastrous opening day at Markham it looks like the Lizards have settled into their new skin. Drew Brees 

impressively took apart a well-respected Garland defence last week and is aiming to continue that pace against a tenacious 

Triumph defence corps. With half of the wide-receiving corps for Twin Cities out of action and pass rush specialist Ziggy Ansah 

down, the Triumph D is going to have to be more than tenacious to keep this game reasonably close. Add in Jay Cutler going up 

against the best corner tandem in the league and it the situation looks bleak for Guy Williams. PICK: DURHAM 

 

MISSION VIEJO @ IOWA CITY (line – CUBS by 11) 

INJURIES: Mission Viejo – Brandon Browner (OUT), Domenik Hixon (OUT), Lardarius Webb (OUT); Iowa City – Darren 

Sproles (OUT), Jamar Taylor (OUT). 

 

Russell Wilson is on fire in his second year, leading the league in passer rating and checking in at #17 in rushing – ahead of some 

team’s starting running backs. This is more than a bonus for the Cubs; it is reason to start thinking seriously about their prospects 

for a Division title. The Monarchs are enjoying their first winning streak and can no longer be taken lightly in any game. But how 

seriously are they to be taken here, on the road against the red hot Cubbies? I think the Monarchs have the makings of a good 

offensive team, but their defensive short-comings will be even more apparent this week with Brandon Browner and Lardarius 

Webb out of action. Don’t expect the Monarchs to get blown away here, but don’t expect it to be very competitive after the first 

half.  PICK: IOWA CITY  
 

CHINO @ LOS ANGELES (line – CONVICTS by 10) 

INJURIES: Chino – Ben Hartsock (QUESTIONABLE), Bernard Pollard (OUT), Roger Saffold (OUT), David Stewart (OUT); 

Los Angeles – David Bakhtiari (DOUBTFUL), Andre Brown (OUT), Bryan Bulaga, (OUT), Brian Cushing (OUT). 

 

The blitz party in LA is keeping everyone interested in a defence that sits mired near the bottom of the charts in most categories. 

It is interesting to note that in the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 quarters combined the Knights have given up 75 points compared with just 13 points 

in the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 quarters. If this doesn’t tell you that the defence is dead tired at the end of halves after blitzing its butt off, I’m 

not sure what more proof you need. What does this mean for the Knights’ Week 4 match-up against the Chino? Not too much, 

because there are many more reasons for the Knights to lose this game than their linebackers being tired. The Knights’ entire 

secondary, apart from Charles Woodson, is learning on the job. Their offensive line is a shambles and they have no wide-

receiving corps to speak of. The Convicts have no similar weaknesses and a few star players to boot. The high water mark of the 

Knights’ season passed in Week One. PICK: CHINO 

  
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

PRESENTS 

CARTHAGE @ DEATH VALLEY (line – UNDERTAKERS by 4) 

INJURIES: Carthage – Jon Beason (OUT), Fred Jackson (OUT); Death Valley – Aaron Hernandez (OUT), Todd Herremans 

(OUT), Kenny Phillips (OUT). 

 

How deceptive a team’s early record can be! The Cannibals are 2-1 while the Undertakers are 1-2. The odds-makers aren’t totally 

fooled, but at -4 they are still shy to give Death Valley the full benefit of the home field. That’s because both of their losses have 

come at home against teams they arguably should have beaten. The Undertakers continue to look dangerous, but aren’t plunging 

the knife in like they used to. Carthage is surviving because of a +3 turnover ratio and the opportunistic play of Philip Rivers, but 

fundamentally they cannot compete with a team like the Undertakers. PICK: DEATH VALLEY  
 

YORK @ MOHAVE (line – HELLFIRE by 3) 

INJURIES: York – Davone Bess (OUT), Chris Gamble (OUT), Dustin Keller (OUT), Rashean Mathis (OUT), Richard 

Seymour (OUT); Mohave – Jonathan Dwyer (OUT), Chris Houston (OUT), D.J. Moore (OUT), Aaron Williams (OUT), Erid 

Wood (OUT).  

 

The Excaliburs are in a tough spot here on the road against a team that appears to have found itself after stunning the Patriots last 

week. York cannot afford to lose another game in the Division, or another game, period. With stiff competition for wildcard 

berths expected, a 0-4 start would be close to the kiss of death for York. As much as I was impressed with Mohave’s stand last 

week, I am aware that they continue to be the worst rated offence in the league. York, for all its faults, has a good defence. The 

Hellfire secondary is hurt with Chris Houston and a pair of back-up corners out. The Excaliburs have disappointed before, but 

this time I think they are a lock. PICK: YORK 

 

CHARLESWOOD @ VIRDEN (line – VIOLATORS by 6) 

INJURIES: Charleswood – Marcus Gilbert (OUT), Santonio Holmes (OUT), Steve Hutchinson (OUT); Virden – Prince 

Amukamara (OUT), Vontae Davis (OUT), John Kuhn (OUT), Aqib Talib (OUT). 

 

The Monday Night match-up is shaping up to be a classic. The two pre-season favourites to top the East Division have both 

shown flashes of brilliance and moments of weakness. The Violators’ 6
th

-ranked defense is the main difference in their records, 

but with starting corners Aqib Talib and Vontae Davis out for Virden, that advantage may be gone. Peyton Manning has the 

targets and the running game to take advantage of a banged up Virden defence. Fortunately for Virden, the Pats’ defence is one 

level below the standard “tough” defence. Expect a shootout and a few flags to make the difference. PICK: CHARLESWOOD 

 

 

FROM THE EFL ARCHIVES – The second week of the 

first EFL season was notable for the second consecutive loss 

of the Charleswood Patriots. The Mohave Hellfire, also 

highly regarded, knocked off the Patriots at Patriot Place 22-

20. The key play of the game was a 65-yard TD pass from 

Marc Bulger to tight end LJ Smith. Peyton Manning angrily 

denounced reporters after the game.  

 Gwinnett running back Willie Parker rushed for 

158 yards and 1 TD in a 33-3 victory over Meadowlands to 

make the Glads and Mohave the only two unbeaten teams 

after two weeks. The fact that 8 teams were 1-1 after two  

 

weeks was any early indication that there was no clear cut 

dominant team that first year, in spite of beliefs to the contrary. 

The 0-2 start for the team with the #1 pick in the inaugural 

draft was, nevertheless, big news at the time. Interestingly, the 

team that ended up finishing with the best regular season 

record that year was hardly in the discussion after 2 weeks. 

 Defensively, Leonard Little of the Anchorage 

Buccaneers was the dominant force in his team’s Week Two 

win over Los Angeles with 7 tackles, 3 sacks, and 2 stuffs.  

Little was one of the few defensive standouts on a Bucs team 

that was hoping to outpace opposing offences with Drew 

Brees, Joseph Addai, and Andre Johnson at the controls. 

  The Chino Convicts hammered the Thunder Lizards 

44-20, which was a bit of a shock at the time. 4 turnovers by 

Durham and a 4-TD pass performance by Donovan McNabb 

set the stage for the amazing result.  

Fans probably don’t remember that Michael “the 

Burner” Turner was also an accomplished kickoff returner in 

his early years. In Week Two of 2007 he led all kick returners 

with 6 returns for 187 yards, an average of more than 31 yards 

per return with a long return of 59 yards. 

 


